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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE 
ASTON  MANOR  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


:>»c 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  you  with  the  following  Report  on  the  health  of 
Aston  Manor  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1897. 

'fhe  Public  Health  Act  of  18/2,  which  provided  one  authority  for  public 
health  purposes  everywhere  throughout  England  and  Wales,  requited  that  a 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be  appointed  by  each  authority,  and  it  was 
the  policy  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  framing  the  duties  of  that  officer, 
to  require  him  to  prepare  an  annual  report  and  furnish  it  with  a copy,  and 
since  1888,  the  County  Council  also. 

Since  my  appointment  on  April  ist,  1873,  I submitted  twenty-five 

annual  reports,  setting  forth  to  the  best  of  my  ability  a summary  of  the  action 
taken  or  which  I have  advised  this  sanitary  authority  to  take  during  the  year 
for  the  prevention  of  disease  and  an  account  of  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
district  generally  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  late  years,  these  reports  have 
been  chiefly  accounts  of  routine  sanitary  work  done  in  carrying  out  measures 
originated  in  earlier  years,  and  I do  not  think  it  will  be  inappropriate  on  this 
occasion  if  I report  somewhat  retrospectively  and  collectively  on  the  sanitary 
work  done  in  Aston  Manor  during  the  past  twenty-five  years,  as  well  as  on  the 
special  work  of  the  present  year. 

The  Local  Hoard  of  Health  of  Aston  Manor  was  constituted  in  July, 
1869,  under  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1858,  and  consisted  of  eighteen 
members,  of  whom  none  of  those  who  were  in  office  when  I was  appointed, 
and  only  two  of  the  officers  besides  myself,  now  remain. 

Extending  along  the  northern  boundary  of  the  rapidly  expanding  town  of 
Birmingham  for  nearly  two  miles,  this  district,  which  includes  the  original 
Aston  Park,  became  a favourite  place  of  residence  for  better-class  artisans, 
and  its  development  was  hastened  by  building  societies,  and  the  ninety- nine 
years  leasehold  system. 

Mr.  Fredk.  Wallis,  the  collector  of  the  rates,  furnished  the  following  table 
in  1888,  to  show  the  character  of  the  houses  then  on  the  rate  book  : — 


Houses  between  £1  and  £4  1 
rateable  value  j 

No. 

147 

Total  Hateablo  Value. 

£548 

„ „ £4  and  £5 

•••  1.035 

4,970 

„ „ £5  and  £7 

...  3,410 

21,367 

,,  ,,  £7  and  £10 

•••  3.625 

31.865 

Total  at  and  under  £10 

...  8,217 

-£58,750 

Houses  over  £10 

...  5,109 

81,653 

Factories  and  public  companies 

195 

32,010 

Small  workshops 

70 

I 80 

13.591 

£172,593 
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The  district  has  continued  to  maintain  its  character  as  a place  of 
residence  (or  working  people.  In  the  meantime  the  annual  rateable  value 
for  the  poor-rate  has  increased  to  ^222,0^6  and  for  the  district  rate  to 

.£174,555- 

'I'he  following  is  a summary  of  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in 
different  employments  and  occupations  in  Aston  Manor,  gathered  from  the 
1891  census  returns,  in  which  they  were  enumerated: — 


Males.  Females. 


Professional  ... 

839  ... 

701 

Domestic 

127 

2085 

Commercial 

2897  ... 

497 

Agricultural 

96  ... 

3 

Industrial 

...  14550  ... 

5471 

Ceneral  and  Miscellaneous  ... 

...  2258  ... 

1171 

Retired,  &c.  ... 

367  ... 

729 

21134  10647 


I need  scarcely  say  that  the  position  in  life  and  occupation  of  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  have  much  to  do  in  determining  the  character 
of  the  illness  and  mortality  to  which  a place  is  subject ; nor  that  these  are 
modified  by  poverty  and  prosperity. 

There  have  been  great  fluctuations  in  regard  to  the  latter  in  the  history 
of  Aston  Manor  during  the  last  twenty-five  years.  In  the  first  four  or  five 
years  trade  was  good,  and  fully  three  thousand  houses  were  built  in  the  three 
years  1875-7.  This  district  probably  reached  its  highest  point  of  prosperity 
in  1876,  the  year  in  which  the  Royal  Agricultural  Show  was  held  here. 

In  1878  scarcity  of  employment  began  to  be  experienced,  and  there  was 
a great  deal  of  pauperism  in  1880;  the  houses  also  showed  much  dilapidation. 
In  1881  the  number  of  unoccupied  houses  had  increased  to  over  1,300,  and 
the  unemployed  had  much  public  attention.  In  each  successive  year  until 
1887  the  evidences  of  general  poverty  became  more  apparent,  and  a great 
reduction  of  rents  and  depreciation  in  the  condition  and  value  of  house 
property  ensued. 

Regular  employment  began  again  in  1887,  and  in  1890  good  wages  and 
abundant  occupation  were  enjoyed.  Since  then  the  prosperous  condition  of 
local  trade  and  manufacture  has  been  increasingly  in  evidence.  In  the 
present  year,  the  sixtieth  of  Her  Majesty’s  reign,  this  is  well  seen  in  the 
improved  standard  in  dress,  the  increased  enjoyment  of  recreation  and 
holidays,  the  more  frequent  marriages,  and  the  comparative  deficiency  in 
house  accommodation ; completing  a cycle  of  ten  years  of  plenty.  The 
natural  disturbing  effects  of  extremes  of  temperature  on  the  public  health, 
great  heat  in  summer  and  prolonged  frosts  in  winter,  must  also  be  taken  into 
account  in  this  industrial  population,  and  the  indirect  effects  of  this  year’s 
summer  heat  is  an  instance  of  this. 

The  housing  of  the  people  is  another  matter  of  sanitary  importance.  The 
large  majority  of  the  houses  in  Aston  Manor  have  already  been  shown  to  be 
rated  at  or  below  ten  pounds  a year.  They  generally  pay  the  rents,  including 
the  rates,  weekly  j and  the  houses  are  built  of  brick,  two  or  three  stories  high 
and  occupied  by  one  family  only ; the  average  number  of  persons  in  each, 
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according  to  the  three  last  censuses,  was  witliin  a small  fraction  of  five.  All 
the  houses  built  since  1882  are  through  houses,  i e.,  with  a door  and  windows 
both  back  and  front ; before  that  time  a consideralde  i)roportion  were  built 
back  to  back,  />.,  with  a door  and  windows  on  one  side  only,  and  therefore 
without  means  of  through  ventilation.  The  closet  accommodation  is 
generally  detached  from  the  house,  and  since  1886  it  has  consisted  of  W'.C.’s, 
with  dry  ashpits;  before  that  time  the  privy  and  midden  was  the  rule. 
Thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  the  speculative  builder  there  has  always  been  a 
plentiful  supply  of  houses  ; none  are  very  old,  and  the  slums  of  old  towns  are 
non-existent. 

The  character  of  the  school  accommodation  in  a working-class  population 
is  not  without  influence  on  the  public  health.  Before  the  constitution  of  a 
School  Board  in  1875  there  were  only  five  small  public  elementary  schools  in 
Aston  Manor,  and  the  official  statement  showed  a deficiency  of  3614  places, 
which  was  actually  found  to  be  5427.  Twenty-one  years  later  the  accommo- 
dation provided  was  13,019  school  places  and  no  deficiency.  The  care  taken 
by  the  Aston  School  Board  in  supplying  information  and  excluding  infectious 
children  from  school  has  helped  to  mitigate  the  natural  effect  of  congregating 
large  numbers  of  children  together  in  spreading  infectious  disease  among 
them. 

There  are  other  circumstances  which  have  had  an  influence  in  determining 
the  illness  and  mortality  of  the  district  which  are  not  so  evident  as  the 
preceding  ones.  One  of  these  is  the  unexplained  and  irregular  operation  of  the 
laws  which  govern  epidemics,  and  cause  a disease  to  be  prevalent  at  one 
period,  or  for  a series  of  years,  and  at  another  to  be  quiescent.  Another  is 
the  distribution  of  the  population  as  to  age  and  sex.  The  proportion  of  the 
two  sexes  is  very  nearly  the  average  here,  and  there  are  very  few  married 
women  who  are  employed  away  from  home ; but  in  regard  to  age,  the  con- 
stitution of  the  population  differs  considerably  from  the  average  and  did  so 
much  more  twenty  years  ago.  The  proportion  of  aged  people,  in  whom  the 
death-rate  rules  high,  is  much  below  the  average;  but  the  proportion  of  young 
children,  in  whom  the  death-rate  also  rules  high,  is  above  the  average,  though 
not  nearly  so  much  as  15  or  20  years  ago.  Hence  the  deaths  from  old  age, 
cancer,  &c  , are  not  numerous;  but  children’s  diseases — measles,  whooping 
cough,  diarrhoea,  &c. — have  been  very  prevalent  and  fatal. 

When  the  returns  of  the  last  census  were  published  I prepared  the 
following  tables  to  show  the  different  proportions  of  persons  at  different  ages 
in  Aston  Manor  and  England  and  Wales,  and  the  difference  in  Aston  Manor 
between  1881  and  1891. 

Number  of  persons  in  each  1000  of  the  population  of  Aston  Manor, 
at  different  ages,  in  1881  and  1891, 


Year 

Under 

5 and 
under 

10  and 
under 

15  and 
under 

25  and 
under 

35 

under 

45  and 
under 

55  years 
and 

5 years 

10  years 

1 5 years 

25  years 

35  years 

45  years 

55  years 

upwards 

1881 

157 

131 

1 10 

191 

156 

113 

74 

68 

1891 

127 

123 

II9 

204 

162 

113 

78 

74 
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Number  of  persons  in  each  looo  of  the  population  of  England  and 
Wales,  at  different  ages  in  i88i  and  1891. 


^’ea|• 

Under 

5 ye.ar.s 

S and 

under 

10  and 
under 

15  and 
under 

25  and 
under 

35  and 
under 

45  and 
under 

55  years 
and 

10  years 

1 5 year.s 

25  year.s 

35  years 

45  year.s 

55  years 

upwards 

1881 

136 

1 20 

108 

188 

146 

”3 

83 

106 

1891 

123 

117 

I I I 

193 

151 

I15 

86 

104 

These  differences  are  even  greater  in  other  places,  and  render  it  impossible 
to  make  a fair  comparison  between  their  general  death-rates  ; but  by  reducing 
the  population  of  each  to  a common  basis,  i.e.,  to  a population  like  that  of 
Fmgland  and  W'ales  at  the  last  census,  they  become  comparable. 

It  the  population  of  Aston  Manor  had  been  constituted  like  that  of 
England  and  A\'ales,  the  death-rate  for  1896,  which  was  i5'4,  would  have 
shown  a corrected  death-rate  of  i6-8,  and  that  of  1897,  which  was  i7'o  a 
corrected  death  rate  of  i8‘5  ; the  factor  for  correction  being  t'09o. 

The  following  figures  give  the  birth  and  death-rates  of  Aston  Manor 
during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  also  for  the  present  year;  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  latter  are  above  the  average 


Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

Infantile 

Death-rate 

Zymotic 

Death-rate 

Average  of  decade,  1872  81  

42-1 

i8-4 

I4’6 

4-0 

,,  „ ,,  1882-91  

34-1 

i6'i 

14-5 

27 

,,  ,,  five  years,  1892-6  . ... 

32-3 

15-8 

167 

30 

Year  1892  

32-5 

16 '4 

I5'2 

2 6 

„ 1893  

33'5 

16-7 

187 

36 

„ 1894  

310 

1 4'o 

13-6 

2‘I 

„ 189s  

33'i 

16-5 

19-1 

3‘i 

„ 1896  

31-5 

i5'4 

17-2 

3-5 

1897  

32-8 

1 7'o 

20'0 

4-8 

The  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  birth  and  death-rates  of 
Aston  Manor  are  shown  graphically  in  the  accompanying  charts. 

The  birth  and  death-rates  of  Aston  Manor  are  interesting,  as  those  of  a 
homogeneous  suburban  population.  In  the  early  prosperous  days,  the  birth- 
rate was  very  high  ; this  was  followed  by  a great  and  rapid  fall  during  the 
following  period  of  trade  depression,  and  by  a moderate  tendency  to  rise  from 
the  lowest  point  during  the  recent  period  of  prosperity.  The  effects  of  the 
fall  are  seen  in  a temporary  reduction  in  the  death-rate,  in  the  cessation  of  the 
demand  for  fresh  school  accommodation  and  in  the  comparative  scarcity  of 
young  [icrsons  of  both  sexes  now  seeking  employment.  I'he  general  death- 
rate,  which  is  the  sum  of  the  various  causes  of  death  in  the  district  as  influenced 
by  the  varying  local  and  general  conditions  to  which  I have  referred,  showed 
a very  irregular  but  gradual  tendency  to  fall  until  1889,  since  which,  owing  to 
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a Iar2;e  extent  to  the  effects  of  influenza  and  diarrhoea,  there  has  been  an 
irregular  tendency  to  rise.  Altlioiigh  the  general  death-rate  of  Aston  Manor 
has  on  the  whole  fallen  considerably  during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  the 
infantile  death-rate  has  risen  considerably.  With  the  lower  birth  rate,  which 
signifies  a smaller  number  of  children  born  in  each  household,  there  has 
been  no  im|rrovement  here  in  the  chances  of  an  infant  living  through  the  first 
year  of  its  life,  but  the  reverse. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  943  acres,  and  its  population  has  reached  79,698. 
'I’he  density  of  the  population  is  85  persons  per  acre,  and  it  is  not  yet  covered 
with  houses.  There  were  only  two  urban  districts — non-municii)al  -at  the 
last  census  with  a larger  population,  and  it  ranked  42nd  among  towns. 

'I'he  following  is  the  number  of  houses  and  the  population  at  the  census 
enumerations  : — • 


Vear. 

Total 

Houses. 

Houses 

\‘oid. 

Houses 

llinldin". 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

No.  of  Persons 
per  inliabiied 
House. 

Population. 

1851 

• 1,437 

105 

...  23  ... 

1,309 

...  4-9  .. 

6,426 

186 1 

...  3,562 

...  173 

45  ... 

3,344 

...  4-9  .. 

16,337 

187 1 

...  7,662 

...  651 

...  83  ... 

6,928 

...  49  .. 

33,948 

1881 

...  11,830 

...  1,158 

...  98  ... 

10,583 

..  5-1  .. 

53,842 

189  [ 

...  14,689 

•••  653 

...  147  ••• 

13,889 

...  4-9  .. 

68,639 

The  following  are  the  figures  of  the  recent  enumerations  of  the  houses  by 
the  Aston  School  Board,  and  the  estimated  population  : — 


Total 

Houses 

Houses 

Inhabited 

Persons 

Estimated 

Year. 

Houses. 

Void. 

Building. 

Houses. 

per  House. 

Population. 

1892 

•••  15-353 

...  527 

...  44  ... 

00 

to 

...  4-9  ... 

72,432 

1893 

...  15,638 

...  749 

12 

14,877 

...  ,, 

72,897 

1894 

...  15,882 

...  792 

...  37  ... 

15,053 

...  j, 

73,759 

1895 

...  16,100 

...  717 

...  23  ... 

15,360 

...  ,, 

75,264 

1896 

...  16,306 

...  346 

...  13  ... 

15,947 

,,  . . . 

78,140 

1897 

...  16,438 

..  130 

...  43  ... 

16,265 

j, 

79,698 

Most  of  the  sanitary  work  of  the  district  has  been  effected  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875.  Previously  there  were  about 
twenty-five  sanitary  Acts  in  force,  the  product  of  the  preceding  years  of  rapid 
sanitary  advance,  but  they  were  consolidated  and  amended  in  the  1875  Act. 
After  a period  of  rest  another  sanitary  revival  took  place,  and  the  Acts 
passed  since  1882  will  furnish  material  for  another  consolidated  and  amended 
(non-metropolitan)  Public  Health  Act. 

Subject  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Joseph  Ansell,  Solicitor  and  Clerk  to  this 
Council,  I reported  as  to  the  application  to  this  district  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Acts,  1885  and  1890,  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act 
of  1889,  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  1886,  and  the  three  adoptive 
Acts — the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  xAct,  1889,  the  Infectious  Disease 
(Prevention)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890, 
all  of  which  have  been  ado[)ted  in  this  district. 

By  the  Local  Covernment  Act  of  1894  the  duty  of  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Infant  Life  Protection  Act,  1872  (including  the  keeping  of  a 
register),  was  transferred  from  the  County  Authority  to  District  Councils. 


lO 


During  the  present  year,  on  the  Coroner’s  initiation  and  acting  under  your 
authority,  the  Clerk  instituted  proceedings  against  a woman  who  had  taken 
infants  to  nurse  without  being  registered ; the  sudden  death  of  two  being  the 
subject  of  an  inquest.  A conviction  was  obtained  and  a fine  inflicted  of  3^5 
with  costs.  During  the  present  year  a more  stringent  Infant  Protection  Act 
was  passed,  and  the  duty  of  carrying  out  its  provisions  was  transferred  from 
District  Councils  to  Boards  of  Guardians,  to  take  effect  on  January  ist,  1898. 

The  original  bye-laws  of  the  Aston  Local  Board,  as  to  new  streets  and 
buildings,  slaughter-houses,  &c.,  were  made  in  April  and  approved  by  the 
Home  Secretary  in  August,  1870.  Fresh  bye-laws  were  approved  in  1879, 
but  when  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  they  were  returned  for 
reconsideration  as  not  complying  with  the  model  bye-laws  issued  by  that 
Board  in  1877,  and  the  pr-esent  bye-laws  were  approved  in  April,  1882,  and 
confirmed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  November  of  that  year. 
Additional  bye-laws  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  have  been 
under  the  consideration  o*  the  Highway  Committee  this  year,  and  I have 
conferred  with  the  Surveyor  upon  them ; they  are  now  referred  to  the  General 
Purposes  Committee. 

Aston  Manor  became  a parliamentary  borough  under  the  Franchise  Act  of 
1885,  with  8751  voters  upon  the  register;  these  have  now  increased  to  12,084. 

As  in  previous  years,  your  Council  has  availed  itself  of  the  services  of  my 
son,  F.  H.  May,  D.P.H  , as  Deputy  Medical  Officer  on  two  occasions  when  I 
was  granted  leave  of  absence,  and  his  work  is  included  with  mine  in  this 
report. 


PREVENTION  OF  DISEASE. 

In  process  of  time  and  as  the  conditions  of  the  district  have  altered  there 
seems  to  have  taken  place  a change  in  the  nature  of  the  Medical  Officer’s  work. 
It  was  his  primary  duly  to  advise  his  authority  in  matters  relating  to  health  ; 
but  those  ut  an  administrative  character  have  gradually  demanded  a larger 
share  of  his  attention,  especially  in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  disease.  This 
received  official  recognition  when  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  revising  his 
duties  in  1891,  required  him  not  only,  as  heretofore,  to  advise  as  to  the  means 
which  should  be  taken  on  the  occurrence  of  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease, 
but  also  to  take  measures  for  its  prevention. 

The  adoption  in  this  district  of  the  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act  in 
1890  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  this  direction.  It  then  became  the  duty 
of  the  Medical  Attendant  to  notify  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  every  case 
of  the  chief  infectious  diseases  he  was  called  upon  to  attend;  the  householder 
being  required  to  give  him  notice  also,  but  this  duty  is  not  enforced  here 
when  a medical  man  is  employed.  By  means  of  these  notifications  he  obtains 
trustworthy  information  of  nearly  all  cases,  and  is  afforded  a satisfactory  basis 
for  sanitary  proceedings.  The  medical  men  who  practise  in  this  district  have 
faithfully  performed  their  obligations  under  this  Act,  and  £121  was  paid  them 
in  fees  in  1896  for  doing  so. 

The  following  tables  give  the  number  of  notifications  received  monthly 
during  the  year  1897,  showing  the  rise  and  fall  of  infectious  disease  during  the 
year ; also  the  total  number  annually  received  during  the  seven  and  a half 
years  notification  has  been  in  force. 


Cases  ok  Infectious  Disease  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  durino  each  month  of  1897. 


1 1 


Total  Notifications  received  from  July,  1890,  to  December  31ST,  1897. 


1 2 
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For  the  first  few  years  after  my  appointment,  the  work  done  in  this 
department  was  not  satisfactory — with  very  imperfect  information  of  cases,  an 
inefficient  staff,  and  no  means  of  disinfection  or  isolation.  On  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Bolt  as  assistant  inspector  in  1878  and  as  inspector  in  1880  it  became 
possible  to  make  satisfactory  arrangements  for  dealing  with  all  the  known 
cases  of  infectious  disease;  a new  disinfecting  apparatus  was  provided  in  1882, 
and  an  infectious  hospital  in  1885.  During  the  last  7^  years  the  whole  of  the 
4,954  cases  notified  have  been  investigated  and  the  appropriate  measures 
taken  under  the  Medical  Officer’s  direction  for  preventing  their  spread. 


The  adoption  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act  in  1891  was  a 
farther  help,  as  it  made  a notice  from  the  Clerk  on  a Medical  Certificate 
sufficient  to  require  the  cleansing  of  infected  premises  and  from  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing,  &c. 


An  important  detail  in  this  work  consists  of  sending  notices  to  head 
teachers  forthwith  of  every  case  connected  with  a school,  and  to  the  managers, 
of  outbreaks  or  of  any  undue  prevalence  of  infectious  disease. 


During  the  present  year  the  Medical  Officer  has  been  furnished  with 
60 1 reports  on  648  cases,  and  full  particulars  have  been  put  on  record 
concerning  them.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  in 
connection  with  them  during  this  year  and  the  preceding  one. 


Year 

Notices  sent  to 
Head  Teachers  of 
Infectious  Diseases 
among  School 
Children 

Houses  fumigated 
with  sulphur  after 
Infectious  Disease 

Lots  of  Bedding 
and  Clothing 
disinfected 
at  the  apparatus 

Premises  stripped 
and  cleansed  after 
infection  on  Medical 
Certificate. 

Cases  sent  to 
Isolation 
Hospital 

1896 

937 

737 

726 

674 

257 

1897 

560 

470 

442 

361 

176 

Hospital  isolation  has  been  carried  out  as  far  as  possible  with  cases  of 
small  pox  and  scarlet  fever,  but  this  will  be  referred  to  fully  when  speaking  of 
those  diseases. 

The  present  disinfecting  apparatus,  on  Ransome’s  method,  was  erected 
in  1882,  by  a loan  repayable  in  twenty  years;  since  then  the  systematic  disin- 
fection of  infected  bedding  and  clothing  has  been  carried  out  free  of  charge, 
and  it  has  become  a large  and  responsible  business  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  head  of  the  refuse  department,  Mr.  Treadaway.  The  disinfection  of 
articles  from  surrounding  sanitary  districts  is  also  undertaken.  During  the 
fifteen  years  the  present  apparatus  has  been  used  it  has  become  out  of  date. 
At  the  same  time  it  has  done  a great  deal  of  useful  work,  and  1 believe  the 
original  brick  building  will  suffice  when  your  Council  provides  a modern  steam 
disinfector  to  supersede  the  old  one. 
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The  following  figures  show  the  amount  of  disinfection  performed  during 
the  last  two  years  : — 


1896.  1897. 


Uislricts. 

Lots. 

Anicles. 

Lots. 

Articles. 

Handsworth 

255 

2,973 

194 

2,741 

Erdington  and  Castle  Bromwich 

33 

624 

34 

557 

Sutton  Coldfield 

23 

285 

15 

117 

Aston  Manor 

718 

8,785 

438 

4,834 

Private  ... 

2 

10 

I 

8 

Total 

1,031 

12,677 

682 

8,257 

Small-pox  — This  disease  has  appeared  in  Aston  Manor  in  three 
intermittent  outbreaks  in  the  last  twenty-five  years,  nearly  contemporaneously 
with  more  general  epidemics  and  with  intervals  of  ten  years  between  each 
outbreak.  'fihe  last  two  have  shown  a diminished  severity,  as  the  annual 
number  of  deaths  in  each  will  show. 


Mortality  from  Small-pox  in  Aston  Manor. 


Year 

1872 

CO 

1874 

1875 

1876—1881 

Deaths 

23 

3 

53 

2 1 

0 

Year 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886  — 1891 

Deaths 

I 

1 1 

6 

I 

0 

Year 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 — 1897 

Deaths 

0 

6 

13 

4 

0 

At  the  time  of  the  first  outbreak  the  only  means  of  isolation  was  a hospital 
provided  by  the  Aston  Board  of  Guardians  for  jiauper  cases,  to  which  33  out  of 
220  known  cases  were  sent  from  Aston  Manor  in  1874,  the  rest  being  treated  at 
home.  The  Aston  Local  Board  sought  in  vain  for  a site  for  a small-pox 
hospital,  and  continued  the  search  until  the  end  of  1883 

Before  the  beginning  of  the  second  outbreak,  in  1882,  an  arrangement 
was  made  with  Birmingham  to  isolate  Aston  Manor  cases,  but  this  was 
terminated  after  notice  in  July,  1883,  and  as  the  need  for  means  of  isolation 
increased  the  I^ocal  Board  opened  a temporal y tent  hospital  on  the  Highway 
Wharf,  which  served  its  purpose  until  the  end  of  the  outbreak  in  1885.  At 
the  end  of  1883  an  admirable  site  of  four  acres  was  acquired  and  a suitable 
hospital  was  built  on  a portion  of  it.  When  this  was  completed  in  June,  1885, 
small  pox  was  no  longer  present  in  the  district  and  the  building  was  appropri- 
ated to  the  isolation  of  scarlet  fever. 

When  the  next  outbreak  took  place  in  1893  it  was  proposed  to  build 
small  pox  accommodation  on  another  part  of  the  original  site,  but  sanction  to 
a loan  for  that  puipose  was  lefused  by  the  Local  Government  Hoard,  as  in  the 
meantime  experience  had  taught  that  there  was  danger  in  isolating  small-pox 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  another  hospital  equally  with  a centre  of 
population. 
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In  this  dilemma  it  became  necessary  to  specially  appropriate  one  of  the 
original  pavilions  and  subsequently  build  a temporary  pavilion  for  small  pox 
cases,  an  arrangement  which  met  the  requirements  of  that  outbreak.  Enquiries 
had  in  the  meantime  been  made  for  a fresh  site,  but  it  was  August,  1896,  before 
the  Health  Committee  could  report  the  acquisition  of  one,  viz;  — of  five 
acres,  favourably  situated  fully  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  original  one. 
After  an  enquiry  held  by  Geo.  Seaton  Buchanan,  Esq.,  M.D , a loan 
for  its  purchase  was  sanctioned  in  June  of  the  present  year.  The  purchase  is 
approaching  completion,  and  at  the  end  of  nearly  twenty-five  years  of  bona-fide 
efforts,  a proper  small-pox  hospital  for  Aston  Manor  and  the  neighbourhood  is 
within  measurable  distance  of  being  obtained. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  small-pox  in  Aston  Manor  during  the  last  two 
years. 

Isolation  and  general  sanitary  measures  have  not  been  wanting  towards 
controlling  these  outbreaks,  but  the  credit  for  whatever  success  has  been 
attained  is  due  to  the  efficient  infantile  vaccination  enforced  on  the  rising 
generation  for  the  twenty  years  1870-90,  and  the  re-vaccination  of  those 
directly  exposed  to  the  infection.  When  the  next  serious  outbreak  occurs, 
which  may  reasonably  be  looked  for  about  1902,  it  will  depend  upon  whether 
this  district  is  a badly  or  a well-vaccinated  community,  if  it  becomes  like 
Gloucester,  Leicester  and  Warrington,  an  object  lesson  of  the  danger  of 
neglecting  efficient  vaccination,  or  if  it  shall  continue  to  enjoy  an  abatement 
in  the  severity  of  the  disease. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  no  supervision  over  this  important 
contribution  to  the  prevention  of  disease,  and  would  perhaps  best  consult 
popularity  by  silence  upon  it,  but  it  is  his  official  duty  to  state  that  vaccination 
is  the  only  safeguard  against  this  terrible  disease.  The  following  is  the  result 
of  his  observation  upon  the  323  cases  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Hospital  in 
the  last  epidemic.  Forty-one  of  these  were  not  vaccinated  and  two  others  had 
no  marks;  fourteen  of  these  died.  Two  hundred  and  eighty  were  more  or 
less  vaccinated,  of  whom  seven  died,  four  out  of  the  seven  who  died  were 
among  the  eighty-one  with  only  one  or  two  marks.  Only  one  re-vaccinated 
person  contracted  the  small-pox,  and  that  was  done  28  years  previously.  Not 
one  of  the  staff  was  attacked. 

I referred  in  my  last  report  to  the  falling  off  in  vaccination  in  Aston 
Manor  in  recent  years,  not  only  from  the  increased  number  of  unvaccinated 
children  but  from  the  inefficiency  of  the  vaccination  performed  there.  The 
Warwickshire  County  Council  drew  the  attention  of  the  Aston  Board  of 
Guardians  to  these  remarks,  and  the  Vaccination  Committee  of  that  Board 
reported  as  follows  : — 


“That  it  was  true  the  percentage  of  children  successfully  vaccinated  within  the 
Union  had  decreased,  but  Aston  Manor  did  not  show  a greater  decline  than  other 
districts;  that  of  those  successfully  vaccinated  in  Aston  Manor  nearly  half  were 
vaccinated  by  a medical  man  whose  practice  the  Committee  were  informed  was 
to  put  only  one  mark  on  the  subject — that  the  figures  of  1896  showed  that  297  were 
performed  by  the  public  vaccinator,  725  by  the  doctor  referred  to  and  637  by 
other  doctors,  a total  of  1637,  that  as  vaccination  by  one  scar  satisfied  the  law  as 
it  now  stood  the  Guardians  were  unable  to  interfere  in  the  matter,  also  that  they 
believed  the  Vaccination  officer  was  doing  his  best  to  secure  compliance  with  the 
Acts,  and  they  were  unable  to  suggest  any  alteration  of  procedure  that  would  be 
likely  to  secure  better  results.” 


In  my  opinion  tliat  report  justified  my  statements,  and  the  difference  of 
758  between  the  1637  vaccinations  and  the  2417  births  of  the  year  leaves  a 
large  margin,  after  due  allowance  for  illness  and  deaths  previous  to  the 
vaccination  period  of  life. 


Scarlet  Fever. — 'There  has  been  a very  great  change  in  the  light  m which 
scarlet  fever  has  come  to  be  regarded  during  the  past  twenty-five  years,  and 
[irobably  there  is  no  disease  in  which  i)opular  education  in  regard  to  di.sea.se 
prevention  has  made  so  much  advance.  It  has  become  a much  less  fatal 
disease  than  formerly,  and  with  the  change  to  a milder  type  it  has  also 
probably  become  less  prevalent.  Although  Aston  Manor  lias  not  been  a 
pioneer,  like  Birmingham,  it  has  been  a painstaking  disciple  of  other  districts, 
in  taking  measures  for  its  prevention. 

The  average  number  of  deaths  from  scarlet  fever,  and  the  annual 
death-rates  in  past  years,  for  Aston  Manor  and  for  the  country  have  been 


as  follows: — 

Year.'?, 

Average 

No.  of  Deaths 
Aniuially 

Mean  Annual  Dcatli  rate  per  i,ooo. 
Aston  Manor.  England  & Wales. 

1872-80 

52 

I‘12 

■72 

1881-90 

14 

•22 

■34 

1891-96 

13 

•18 

•18 

1897 

14 

•17 

— 

'This  great  fall  in  the  mortality  from  scarlet  fever  in  Aston  Manor,  in  one 
generation,  in  spite  of  the  increased  density  of  the  population  and  the 
congregation  of  children  in  school,  is  very  remarkable.  It  is  a reasonable 
inference  that  the  systematic  action  taken  by  means  of  hospital  and  domestic 
isolation,  the  exclusion  of  infected  children  from  school,  and  the  attention  to 
disinfection  and  other  details,  which  together  have  formed  the  common  plan 
of  action  of  this  and  all  the  neighbouring  sanitary  authorities  for  the  last 
ten  or  twelve  years,  have  supplemented  and  increased  a natural  amelioration 
in  the  character  of  the  disease,  and  effected  this  great  saving  in  health  and 
life. 

There  is  no  trustworthy  source  of  information  as  to  the  actual  number  of 
cases  before  the  middle  of  1890,  but  that  information  is  given  for  the  last 
seven  and  a half  years  in  the  following  table;  also  a summary  of  the  work 
done  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 


Year 

Cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever 
reported 

Infected 

houses 

Deaths 
registered 
including 
those  in 
Hospital 

House? 
stripped  and 
disinfected 
on  Medical 
Certificate 

Lots  of 
clothing 
and  bedding 
disinfected 
at  apparatus 

Cases 
isolated  in 
Hospital 

Percentage 
of  cases 
isolated 

1891 

337 

2 1 8 

23 

236 

242 

124 

37 

1892 

406 

293 

>3 

288 

295 

92 

22 

1893 

214 

1 76 

6 

183 

177 

82 

36 

1894 

136 

93 

5 

81 

93 

38 

28 

I 89  r, 

4'3 

286 

1 1 

241 

255 

198 

4^ 

I 896 

596 

446 

22 

460 

486 

257 

43 

1897 

376 

292 

14 

285 

310 

176 

47 

Tliere  has  lieen  a moderate  prevalence  during  the  present  year;  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  autumn  was  followed  by  an  abatement  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  'I'he  mortality  of  this  year  amounts  to  3 7 per  cent,  of  the  notified 
ca.ses,  as  compared  with  37  per  cent  in  1896,  and  with  an  average  mortality 
of  4 per  cent,  among  notified  cases  in  the  towns  of  England  and  Wales  which 
supplied  returns  for  that  year. 

The  proportion  of  the  cases  isolated  at  the  hospital  has  been  about  the 
same  as  in  the  last  two  years,  and  taking  into  account  the  mild  type  of  the 
disease,  there  is  not  shown  any  falling  off  in  the  appreciation  of  the  value  of 
hospital  isolation.  The  arrangements  for  admission  have  been  continued  as 
before,  as  described  in  previous  reports,  and  have  been  made  by  the  Medical 
Officer,  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  Health  Committee,  without  any  evidence 
of  friction  or  hardship. 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  ages  at  which  the  cases  and  the  deaths 
took  place  in  the  last  three  years  ; — 


Ages 

Ca.ses 

Deaths 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Under  5 years 

123 

179 

115 

7 

1 2 

6 

From  5 to  10  years... 

172 

249 

146 

4 

7 

4 

From  10  to  15  years 

84 

106 

67 

— 

I 

2 

From  15  to  20  years 

2 I 

28 

26 

— 

I 

2 

At  20  and  upwards... 

’3 

34 

22 

- — 

I 



413 

596 

376 

1 1 

22 

14 

It  is  evident  from  the  history  of  this  disease  in  Aston  Manor  and  the 
above  figures,  that  the  majority  of  the  population  of  Aston  Manor  now  escape 
scarlet  fever,  that  childhood  is  the  period  of  life  when  most  cases  occur,  and 
that  afterwards  but  few  are  attacked  and  among  these  it  rarely  proves  fatal. 
These  are  rational  grounds  on  which  to  continue  the  efforts  and  expenditure 
of  the  past  in  trying  to  waid  off  attacks  during  childhood  and  increase  the 
means  at  work  against  this  disease. 


Diphtheria. — There  have  been  great  fluctuations  in  the  prevalence  of  this 
disease  in  Aston  Manor  in  the  past  twenty-five  years  and  it  was  exceedingly 
fatal  both  in  the  earlier  and  later  portions  of  that  period.  The  mortality  was 
close  upon  thirty  deaths  in  each  of  the  years  1879  and  1880;  it  fell  to  its 
lowest  point  in  1892  when  only  two  deaths  were  recorded,  but  it  reached  its 
height  in  1896  when  51  deaths  occurred.  'I'he  deaths  in  the  thirteen  months 
ending  31st  December,  1896,  were  69,  of  which  16  were  accounted  for  by  a 
virulent  local  outbreak  at  the  end  of  1895.  There  have  been  102  cases 
notified  and  15  deaths  registered  during  the  present  year,  as  compared 
with  222  cases  and  51  deaths  m 1896,  and  the  decline  these  figures  show  has 
been  more  evident  as  the  year  advanced. 
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The  increased  local  severity  of  this  disease,  with  a rise  from  2 deaths  in 
1892  to  35  in  1895  and  51  in  1896,  followed  by  a decline  to  15  deaths  in 
1897,  must  be  regarded  as  an  instance  of  the  periodicity  seen  in  this  class  of 
disease  ; it  certainly  was  not  due  to  insanitary  surroundings  or  local  nuisances, 
however  important  they  may  be  as  predisposing  factors.  Sewer  gas  has  been 
thought  to  be  an  agent  in  causing  or  spreading  diphtheria,  but  all  the  houses 
were  disconnected  from  the  sewer.  Like  scarlet  fever  it  seems  to  spread  by 
personal  contact,  though  missing  links  are  more  frequent;  an  explanation 
of  these  being  probably  furnished  by  close  association  with  mild  and  unrecog- 
nised cases  in  the  family  or  at  school.  It  is  true  the  virulent  school  outbreak 
of  1895  for  its  locality  a low-lying  part  of  the  district  close  to  the  boundary 
of  two  other  districts,  with  some  alluvial  soil  and  tip  deposit  in  its  neighbour- 
hood : but  some  of  the  cases  extended  to  children  living  in  one  contiguous 
district  attending  the  school,  and  no  case  occurred  in  the  other  contiguous 
district,  the  children  from  which  previously  attending  the  school  (about  a 
hundred  in  number)  had  been  excluded  a few  weeks  before.  The  care  shown 
by  the  teachers  in  excluding  suspicious  sore  throats  from  attendance  is  a 
valuable  help,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  outbreak  traceable 
to  a school  during  the  present  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  and  mem- 
branous croup  which  have  occurred  in  Aston  Manor  during  the  last  three 
years,  and  the  action  taken  in  consequence  ; deathg  ha»(^een  registered 
from  membranous  croup  during  the  present  year. 


Year 

No.  of  cases 
of 

Diphtheria 

reported 

No.  of 
infected 
houses 

No.  of 
Deaths 
registered 

No.of  Houses 
stripped  and 
disinfected  on 
Medical 
Certificate 

No.  of  lots  of 
clothing  and 
bedding 
disinfected  at 
apparatus 

Percentage 
of  deaths  to 
cases  in 
Aston  Manor 

Percentage 
of  deaths  to 
cases  in 
other  towns 

1895 

”5 

8s 

35 

37 

46 

30‘4 

23'9 

1896 

222 

178 

51 

14s 

186 

23-0 

22'I 

C^ 

00 

M 

102 

88 

15 

46 

66 

14-7 

— 

The  following  are  the  ages  of  the  cases  and  deaths  from  diphtheria  in 
Aston  Manor  in  1896  and  1^97. 


1896.  1897. 


Age. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Under  i year 

3 

2 

2 

I 

From  I to  5 years... 

52 

27 

29 

10 

„ 5 to  10  „ ... 

78 

18 

32 

3 

„ 10  to  15  „ ... 

33 

2 

6 

— 

,,  15  and  upwards 

56 

2 

33 

I 

222 

51 

102 

15 

Typhoid  Fever. — This  disease  still  maintains  a considerable  hold  on 
Aston  Manor  and  on  the  average  does  not  decrease  It  generally  has  appeared 
in  isolated  cases  without  obvious  connection  with  one  another,  although 
occasionally  there  have  been  secondary  cases.  On  two  or  three  occasions  in 
the  past  it  has  shown  exceptional  prevalence;  in  1877  there  was  an  outbreak 
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which  was  obviously  connected  with  a pump  supplying  water  to  a court  of 
twenty  houses  It  was  unusually  prevalent  in  1886  and  1893,  and,  failing  any 
other  explanation,  I gave  expression  to  the  suspicion  that  the  town  water  by 
which  they  were  all  supplied  might  have  become  polluted,  and  I corresponded 
with  the  Water  Department,  but  found  nothing  to  confirm  it,  nor  have  I been 
able  to  find  anything  else  to  explain  the  frequent  occurrence  of  cases  of  this 
disease  all  over  the  district. 

There  have  been  78  cases  notified  during  1897  in  74  houses,  and  12 
deaths  from  it  registered  in  Aston  Manor,  as  compared  with  75  cases  and  15 
deaths  in  1896. 


Measles. — This  disease  has  shown  the  same  irregularity  as  usual  in  its 
incidence,  appearing  in  epidemic  form  for  a few  months  and  then  subsiding 
or  almost  disappearing  for  a year  or  more.  Sixty  deaths  out  of  the  total 
mortality  of  71  during  the  present  year  occurred  in  the  five  months,  April — • 
August. 

Measles  has  on  the  average  shown  a great  increase  in  Aston  Manor 
during  the  last  twelve  years,  without  any  corresponding  increase  in  the  country 
generally  or  any  change  of  type,  and  with  a diminution  in  the  proportion  of 
the  most  susceptible  part  of  the  population,  viz.,  young  children. 

The  following  is  a comparison  of  the  annual  death-rates  from  measles  in 
Aston  Manor  with  those  in  England  and  Wales  : — 

ASTON  MANOR.  ENGLAND  & WALES. 


Year. 

AFean  Annual  Death-rate 
per  i,cx)o. 

Year. 

Mean  Annual  Death-rate 
per  1,000. 

— 

— 

1861-70 

•44 

1873-85 

•22 

1871-80 

•38 

1886-96 

•S3 

1881-90 

...  -48? 

1897 

•89 

1891-96 

•43 

* '59  in  Urban,  ’33  in  Country  Districts. 


The  latter  period  has  seen  the  institution  and  development  of  laige  infant 
schools,  and  a consequent  congregation  together  of  young  children,  and  this 
has  undoubtedly  operated  in  favour  of,  if  it  has  not  caused  the  rapid  diffusion 
and  increased  prevalence  of  this  very  infectious  disease.  Although  five  years  is 
the  age  at  which  school  attendance  is  compulsory,  a large  proportion  of 
children  under  five  attend  school,  especially  since  free  education  was  intro- 
duced. As  measles  is  highly  infectious  even  during  the  three  or  four  days 
before  the  distinctive  rash  appears,  there  is  not  the  usual  help  to  be  derived 
from  excluding  apparently  infectious  children  from  school,  and  one  in  the 
premonitory  stage  may  unwittingly  infect  all  the  others  in  the  class,  not 
protected  by  a previous  attack.  The  lists  which  the  School  Board  Officers 
supply  of  cases  among  children  attending  the  public  elementary  schools  often 
show  school  after  school  attacked  in  succession. 

The  School  Board  regulations  recjuire  that  children  from  infected  houses 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  attend  school,  and  it  has  issued  recommendations 
from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  upon  the  subject,  but  the  difficult  practical 
question  has  arisen  on  several  occasions  whether  or  not  the  educational 
arrangements  for  infants  should  be  temporarily  suspended  by  the  closing  of 
the  School  department  when  an  outbreak  of  measles  occurs.  I have  been  in 
conference  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Attendance  Committee  and  the  Clerk  of 
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that  Board,  as  to  an  arrangement  in  favour  of  excluding  children  below 
a certain  age,  either  five  or  six  years  old,  rather  than  closing  the  department 
altogether  in  future  outbreaks  of  measles. 

There  are  two  modes  of  closing  a school  without  loss  of  grant ; either 
voluntarily  by  the  school  managers  on  a medical  certificate,  under  Article  83 
of  the  Education  Code ; or,  by  being  required  to  do  so  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  according  to  Article  88.  On  various  occasions  in  previous  years, 
the  Aston  School  Board  have  voluntarily  closed  infants’  departments,  for 
specified  periods,  upon  the  Medical  Officer’s  recommendation  and  certificate. 

There  was  but  one  death  from  measles  in  the  first  three  months  of  the 
present  year,  but  an  outbreak  occurred  at  the  end  of  March  which  spread  over 
the  district  and  lasted  until  the  end  of  July,  during  which  it  occasioned  48 
deaths ; only  two  of  these  deaths  being  children  who  had  reached  the  age  of 
five  years. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  cases  reported  to  me  in  connection 
with  the  schools,  and  of  the  total  deaths,  during  that  period : — 


Cases. 

Deaths 

For  the 

I 

week  ending,  March  24 

22 

— 

M 

1 

j y 

» 31 

26 

— 

J) 

4 

>) 

April  28 

92 

7 

)) 

3 

n 

May  19 

93 

10 

J) 

I 

)> 

„ 26 

92 

4 

)> 

3 

n 

June  16 

77 

9 

n 

2 

yy 

..  30 

47 

10 

>) 

0 

)J 

July  21 

76 

6 

jj 

I 

j) 

„ 28 

— 

2 

525  48 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  recommended  the  closing  of  two  infants’ 
departments  for  two  extra  weeks  at  the  Easter  holidays  and  they  were  closed ; 
but  when  a third  was  recommended  to  be  closed  at  Whitsuntide,  no  action 
was  taken.  The  policy  of  school  closure  on  account  of  measles  was  criticised 
adversely  on  the  School  Board,  and  it  was  stated  that  as  all  children  have 
measles  at  some  time,  it  is  useless  to  try  to  prevent  it. 

It  may  at  first  sight  appear  as  though  most  children  have  measles  in  the 
midst  of  surroundings  favourable  to  infection;  but  it  is  a great  mistake  to  think 
that  they  must  do  so,  and  in  rural  districts  the  majority  escape.  The  most 
susceptible  period  of  life  is  the  second  and  third  year;  with  every  additional 
year  the  susceptibility  diminishes,  and  the  power  of  recovery  increases.  If  a 
child  can  be  protected  from  an  attack  during  one  epidemic,  when  the  next 
occurs  it  will  have  reached  a greater  age,  when  it  will  be  less  likely  to  have  it, 
and  much  less  likely  to  die  from  it.  Even  from  the  School  Board  point  of 
view,  this  disease  may  become  so  prevalent  and  the  attendance  so  reduced 
that  it  is  best  to  close  the  school. 

DiarrJmal  Disease. — I am  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  Diarrhoea  is  one  of 
the  most  fatal  diseases  of  Aston  Manor,  and  that  this  year  it  is  the  most  fatal. 
It  is  one  of  the  weakest  points  in  our  public  health  work  that  so  little  is 
known  of  and  so  little  done  to  prevent  this  dangerous  disease,  for  which  so 
little  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  cure.  Annually  we  find  that  acute  fatal 
attacks  of  diarrhoea  in  young  children  become  very  numerous  a few  weeks 
after  the  heat  of  summer  is  reached,  and  do  not  abate  until  a good  many 
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weeks  after  the  summer  heat  has  ceased;  neither  are  they  confined  to  children, 
as  several  adults  died  at  the  same  time  of  English  cholera  and  choleraic 
diarrhoea.  This  disease  is  much  more  severe  in  towns  than  in  the  country, 
and  in  some  towns  than  others.  The  following  are  the  annual  average 
mortality  rates  in  the  places  named,  in  the  ten  years  1881 — 90: — 


England  and  Wales 

o'67  per  1,000. 

Preston 

1-86  „ 

Leicester 

1-76 

Birmingham 

1-27 

Aston  Manor 

1-22  „ 

Bristol 

0-54 

Swansea 

0-35 

Although  there  has  been  a considerable  decrease  in  the  diarrheeal 
mortality  in  the  country  generally,  there  has  been  a great  increase  in  Aston 
Manor  during  the  last  twenty  years.  The  following  is  a comparison  between 
the  average  annual  death-rates  of  England  and  Wales  and  Aston  Manor : — 


ASTON  MANOR.  ENGLAND  & WALES. 


Y ear. 

Mean  Annual  Death-rate 
per  1,000. 

Y ear. 

Mean  Annu.al  Death-rate 
per  1,000. 

1873-80 

I’lO 

1871-80 

I'lO 

1881-90 

1'20 

1881-90 

•67 

1891-96 

1-68 

1891-96 

•62 

1897 

2-77 

The  summer  heat  this  year  was  very  great  between  the  middle  of  June 
and  the  middle  of  August,  and  at  the  beginning  of  August  rose  as  high  as 
84'5°.  Following  its  usual  course  the  diarrhoeal  mortality  set  in  a few  weeks 
after  the  hot  period  began,  and  reached  an  unprecedented  height  in  the  month 
of  August.  The  following  figures  give  the  weekly  deaths  during  the  months 
July — September,  and  the  ages  at  which  they  occurred  : — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  in  the  Week  ending 


JULY 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

10  17 

24 

31 

7 

14  21 

28 

4 

1 I 

m 

C4 

CO  \ 

2 2 

1 

7 

19 

36 

44  26 

20 

16 

1 1 

[ 

6 3 

These  Deaths  occurred  at  the  following  ages : — 


Under  3 months  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Between  3 and  6 months  ...  ...  48 

)i  6 ,,  9 ))  • ■ • • • • 42 

9 » 12  ,.  31 

,,  1 2 ,,  1 5 },  ...  ...  19 

„ 15  months  and  2 years  ...  ...  8 

,,  2 and  5 years  ...  ...  7 

Above  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


193 
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I have  included  among  the  deaths  from  diarrhoea!  disease  not  only  those 
set  down  to  gastro-intestinal  and  gastro-enteric  catarrh,  as  is  the  custom  of  the 
Registrar  (leneral,  hut  also  those  from  gastro-enteritis.  as  some  medical  officers 
do,  but  which  the  Registrar  General  does  not.  This  is  an  important  matter,  as 
it  would  not  be  a fair  comparison  between  the  present  diarrhoeal  mortality  of 
Aston  Manor  and  that  of  past  years  when  no  such  condition  was  recognised, 
nor  with  places  where  the  term  is  not  yet  in  vogue,  if  the  41  deaths  set  down 
this  year  to  gastro-enteritis  were  excluded  from  diarrhoeal  disease  (zymotic) 
and  classified  under  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs  (local). 

Gastro-enteritis  is  not  a term  included  in  the  nomenclature  of  the  Roya' 
College  of  Physicians,  and  the  use  of  it  appears  to  be  limited  to  a small 
minority  of  the  practitioners  of  Aston  Manor.  I have  written  to  the  two 
medical  men  who  are  responsible  for  more  than  half  the  instances  in  which  it 
has  been  used  this  year,  and  they  have  approved  of  my  including  the  cases 
under  diarrhoeal  disease  (zymotic).  One  of  these  says  in  his  letter,  that  he  is 
in  the  habit  of  using  the  term  as  being  at  present  the  best  to  indicate  what  is 
commonly  known  as  summer  diarrhoea  or  cholera  infantum,  or  what  is  still 
more  loosely  termed  “diarrhoea.” 

There  is  no  royal  road,  no  easy  way  of  putting  a stop  to  this  summer 
mortality  which  is  becoming  such  a serious  blot  upon  our  sanitary  record. 
The  generally  recognised  cause  is  the  local  prevalence  of  special  germs  or 
organisms,  multiplied  or  harboured  by  filth-laden  soil  and  surroundings, 
rendered  active  by  a rise  in  temperature  to  a certain  point  and  finding  victims 
in  feeble  and  badly  nourished  infants.  The  means  to  be  pursued  must  take 
various  forms — improving  nutrition,  guarding  the  purity  of  air,  water  and  food, 
and  abolishing  local  insanitary  surroundings  and  collections  of  filth.  There 
is  probably  a contributory  cause  in  the  decadence  in  the  vigour  and  vitality  of 
children  bred  and  brought  up  in  town  surroundings,  as  shown  in  the  increase 
in  premature  births  and  in  deaths  from  inanition  and  congenital  debility. 


Erysipelas. — This  is  one  of  the  diseases  which  it  is  compulsory  to  notify, 
but  I have  recommended  that  this  Council  should  take  advantage  of  any 
opportunity  which  presents  itself  and  have  it  removed  from  the  list ; it  can 
then  be  adopted  by  any  district  which  desires  its  notification.  The  symptoms 
vary  considerably  among  the  cases  notified,  and  although  some  enquiry  has 
been  instituted  in  each  case,  no  practical  benefit  has  resulted.  There  have 
been  67  cases  notified  during  the  present  year  and  two  deaths  registered. 


Inflimiza. — Although  no  special  action  has  been  taken  in  the  prevention 
of  influenza,  and  although  it  has  not  been  specially  in  evidence  during  the  last 
two  years,  one  can  scarcely  omit  some  reference  to  a disease  which  was  largely 
responsible  by  its  direct  and  indirect  effects  in  lowering  the  general  health 
and  increasing  the  mortality  of  the  district  in  the  years  1889-1895.  It  first 
assumed  an  epidemic  form  in  December,  1889,  and  its  chief  complications, 
bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  were  responsible  for  166  deaths  in  the  four  months, 
December,  1889,  to  March  189c  inclusive,  as  compared  with  74  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  the  previous  years  In  April,  May,  and  June,  1891, 
there  were  32  deaths  registered  from  it,  and  the  deaths  from  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia  also  increased  to  122  in  that  period,  as  compared  with  40  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year.  The  deaths  from  influenza  in 
1892-3-4  and  5,  were  15,  14,  6 and  15  respectively. 
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Premature  Births. — In  justification  of  a previous  remark  that  premature 
births  are  on  the  increase  here,  I find  that  195  deaths  were  recorded  from 
this  cause  in  the  eight  years,  1872-80,  which  is  a mean  annual  death-rate  of 
12-5  per  1,000  registered  births,  and  in  the  seven  years,  1891-7,  274  deaths 
were  recorded  from  it  or  20  per  t,ooo  registered  births. 


Phthisis. — Aston  Manor  compares  favourably  with  the  average  of  the 
country  as  regards  the  mortality  from  this  disease,  as  the  following  rates  will 
show  : — 


1872-80 

1881-90 

1891-96 

1897 


Mean  Annual  Death-rate  per  i,ooo. 

Aston  Manor.  England  and  Wales. 


f43 

2'12 

1-36 

172 

1-14 

1-45 

I '16 

— 

SANITARY  WORK. 

I propose  under  this  head  to  report  on  the  portion  of  the  public  health 
work  which  consists  of  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  supervision  over 
those  places  more  or  less  under  your  sanitary  control  by  means  of  bye-laws, 
registers,  regulations,  licenses,  &c. 

Mr.  Bolt,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  the  officer  responsible  for  the  work 
of  this  department  under  the  instructions  of  the  Health  Committee,  has  been 
my  colleague  for  nearly  twenty  years,  and  I have  never  failed  to  recognise  and 
acknowledge  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  he  has  performed  his  duties,  and 
which  you  have  recognised  this  year  by  an  increase  of  salary. 

His  present  staff  consists  of  a senior  and  junior  assistant,  and  a junior 
clerk.  The  amount  of  work  done  in  this  department  will  be  seen  in  the 
summary  of  a report  which  he  has  prepared  of  the  year’s  work,  printed  on 
pages  37  and  38  of  this  report.  It  shows  2,927  nuisances  abated  during 
the  year  in  connection  with  10,015  houses.  The  annual  number  of  these 
nuisances  ten  years  ago  was  only  1,160,  and  596  twenty  years  ago. 

The  necessary  sanitary  supervision  over  the  houses  has  been  assisted  by 
the  course  he  has  adopted  on  my  recommendation  of  making  an  annual  house- 
to-house  inspection  of  a part  of  the  district,  and  in  this  way  all  the  older  parts 
have  been  overtaken  and  some  parts  more  than  once. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  of  this  year’s  house-to-house 
inspection : — 
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*Al.si)  19  Factories  ancl  Workshops,  with  49  W C. ’s,  5 Privies,  and  3 Middens. 
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The  following  figures  give  the  total  results  of  these  annual  inspections 
made  during  i6  years,  excepting  in  1882  and  1892,  when  there  was  an  unusual 
amount  of  work  from  infectious  cases  to  attend  to. 


Houses 

iiispecteil 

Through 

Ifouses 

Ijack-to-back 

Houses 

Hoii.ses 
with  Pumps 

Privies 

Middens 

Nuisances 

discovered 

7512 

4216 

3296 

288 

4485 

3341 

3210 

N.B. — Tlie  proportion  of  back-to-back  houses  is  large,  because  the  oldest 
streets  were  selected.  Many  of  the  privies  have  since  been  converted,  and 
the  pump  water  has  had  tap  water  substituted  for  it. 


As  circumstances  have  altered  in  the  district  changes  have  taken  place  in 
the  kind  of  nuisances  requiring  attention.  Many  houses  built  before  the 
system  of  sewers  was  in  existence,  and  some  of  those  built  since,  were  not 
disconnected  from  the  sewer,  and  a large  number  of  notices  to  effect  this  have 
had  to  be  sent,  but  these  have  now  become  very  few  in  number;  all  the  755 
houses  visited  in  this  year’s  house-to-house  inspection  were  found  to  be  dis- 
connected. Little  notice  was  formerly  taken  of  the  injury  to  health  from 
damp  walls,  but  in  the  last  ten  years  defective  eaves  and  downspouts  have 
had  much  attention;  the  same  remark  also  applies  to  foul  and  defective  paving 
in  courts. 

The  cases  of  overcrowding  have  never  been  a large  item,  and  they  have 
generally  been  occasioned  through  the  family  being  too  large  for  the  house, 
but  occasionally  by  lodgers.  One  of  the  notices  sent  this  year  applied  to  a 
family  of  nine  children  and  their  parents  who  had  lived  in  a small  house  for 
ten  or  twelve  years  and  had  outgrown  it.  There  has  been  a greater  number 
of  cases  of  overcrowding  this  year  in  consequence  of  the  unusual  difficulty  in 
obtaining  houses. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  conferred  daily  with  the  Inspector  and 
visited  and  advised,  or  been  prepared  to  advise,  concerning  those  nuisances  in 
which  his  intervention  was  desirable,  or  where  it  was  proposed  to  ask  authority 
to  issue  a summons,  most  frequently  in  regard  to  some  of  the  old-fashioned 
middens.  At  one  property  a receptacle  for  filth  was  found  attached  to  two 
privies  belonging  to  each  pair  of  houses,  which  was  7^  ft.  long,  4 feet  broad, 
and  5I  feet  deep=  172  cubic  feet.  At  another  property  the  receptacle  attached 
to  the  privy  was  7 feet  deep,  and  as  the  owner  defended,  I attended  before 
the  magistrates  and  gave  evidence,  and  an  order  was  made.  The  fact  that 
204  W.C.’s  have  been  substituted  for  privies  during  the  present  year,  and 
dry  ashpits  for  the  middens,  and  that,  with  this  one  exception,  these  results 
have  been  obtained  without  the  hearing  of  a summons,  goes  far  to  show  that 
in  your  action  in  this  direction  you  are  not  very  far  in  advance  of  public 
opinion. 

Smoke. — The  chimneys  which  so  seriously  interfere  with  the  purity  of  the  air 
in  the  manufacturing  parts  of  the  district  have  been  systematically  observed 
and  reported  on  by  the  Inspector.  As  the  result  of  273  observations  15 
chimneys  were  found  issuing  black  smoke  for  over  12  minutes  in  the  hour,  and 
15  notices  have  been  served  in  consequence.  'I'he  Health  Committee  have 
carefully  considered  his  reports,  with  a view  to  issuing  summonses  for  the 
abatement  of  this  nuisance,  and  in  one  instance  a prosecution  was  instituted 
and  a conviction  obtained. 
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]Vorksho/>s. — The  Factories  and  Workshops  Act  of  1891  transferred  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  in  workshops  as  distinguished  from  factories  to 
sanitary  authorities;  retail  bakehouses  were  transferred  nine  years  earlier. 
In  1892  I had  the  advantage  of  a conference  with  S.  H.  Knyvett,  Esq., 
H M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  on  the  working  of  the  Act,  and  he  supplied  a 
schedule  showing  to  whom  the  sanitary  supervision  of  the  different  kinds  of 
factories  and  workshops  belonged.  On  my  recommendation  you  authorised 
tlie  keeping  of  a register,  recording  the  cubic  space,  trade,  numbers  employed, 
closet  accommodation,  dates  of  visits  and  action  taken  at  the  workshops  of 
the  district.  They  have  been  regularly  visited  by  the  inspector,  and  by  the 
medical  officer  when  his  intervention  was  desirable.  There  are  now  321 
workshops  on  the  register,  and  96  bakehouses,  and  45  notices  have  been 
sent  in  connection  with  them  this  year. 


Slaughterhouses. — There  were  48  private  slaughterhouses  upon  the 
register  twenty  years  ago,  but  these  are  now  reduced  to  34  by  the  gradual 
extinction  of  unused  and  unsuitable  ones.  Frequent  visits  have  been  made  to 
them  by  the  inspector  to  obtain  the  carrying  out  of  the  bye-laws  and  to  help  to 
secure  the  wholesome  character  of  the  meat. 


Offejisive  Trades. — No  special  action  has  been  taken  this  year  in 
connection  with  the  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  district,  but  several 
have  been  under  observation.  I have  reported  again  upon  a large  india- 
rubber  works  concerning  which  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  effluvium 
from  it,  and  it  is  now  receiving  consideration  from  the  Health  Committee. 


Dairies,  Coivsheds,  and  Milkshops. — The  regulation  of  these  was 
transferred  in  June,  1886,  by  Section  9 of  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals) 
Act,  when  Mr.  Bolt  was  appointed  to  inspect  them,  and  the  register  of  the 
cow  keepers  and  milk  purveyors  was  transferred  from  the  county  authorities. 
Regulations  were  adopted  in  1887.  The  regular  supervision  they  now  receive 
is  a proper  supplement  to  your  efforts  in  securing  the  genuineness  of  the 
milk  supply. 


Canal  Boats. — The  sanitary  supervision  and  registration  of  these  was 
transferred  to  sanitary  authorities  in  1884,  but  with  the  approval  of  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  Canal  Boats  no  special  action  has  been  taken  in  this  district,  for 
though  a portion  of  canal  passes  through  the  district,  no  boats  stop  there. 


SANITARY  STATE  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  preceding  account  of  the  action  taken  for  the  prevention  of  disease, 
the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  sanitary  supervision  of  the  district  does 
not  cover  the  whole  of  the  sanitary  work,  There  are  other  matters  in  which 
the  Medical  Officer  has  assisted  by  conference  and  advice,  and  he  is  expected 
to  include  in  his  report  an  account  of  the  sanitary  state  of  the  district  generally 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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House  Refuse,  Removal  and  Disposal. — The  arrangements  for  the  removal 
and  disposal  of  excrement  and  house  refuse  can  scarcely  be  considered 
satisfactory,  although  great  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  last  twenty- 
five  years.  Others  are  in  progress,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  finality  will  be  ever 
reached  in  this  matter. 

These  reports  have  dwelt  so  much  and  so  often  upon  the  midden  system 
that  they  have  become  somewhat  monotonous.  Preliminary  to  this  authority 
undertaking  the  removal  and  disposal  of  the  contents,  a census  was  taken  of 
these  receptacles  and  at  the  end  of  1876  there  were  5,319  middens  to  the 
9528  houses  and  94  W.C.’s.  The  necessary  buildings,  wharfs,  boats,  horses, 
carts,  &c.  having  been  provided,  the  collection  of  the  stuff  was  undertaken  in 
1878,  and  Mr.  Treadaway  was  appointed  to  superintend  this  department, 
February  ist,  1880. 

In  1886  the  Surveyor  was  instructed  to  put  an  endorsement  on  the  model 
plans  for  building  privies,  &c.,  in  favour  of  W.C.’s  and  dry  ashpits,  and  the 
latter  soon  became  the  rule  in  new  houses.  Simultaneously  with  the  change 
to  the  water  carriage  system  and  rendering  it  possible,  this  district  became 
one  of  the  constituent  authorities  of  the  Tame  and  Rea  District  Drainage 
Board,  and  the  system  of  sewers  was  connected  with  the  outlet.  The  sewage 
of  Aston  Manor  has  been  treated  by  that  Board  since  July,  1880,  and  every 
house  has  been  charged  with  doing  so,  the  precept  for  this  year  being  ;^4i45. 
If  every  house  in  the  district  had  the  water  carriage  system  there  would  be 
nothing  more  to  pay  except  the  cost  of  substitution ; the  Water  Department 
being  required  to  furnish  the  water  for  one  closet  without  extra  charge. 

The  night-soil  has  been  sold  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  until  1892  the 
dry  refuse  deposited  in  tips.  In  that  year  the  eight-celled  destructor  was 
completed,  and  has  consumed  the  refuse  since  then,  the  clinker  being 
profitably  manufactured  into  slabs,  &c.  The  gradual  growth  and  large 
amount  of  work  in  this  department  is  shown  in  Mr.  Treadaway’s  report 
printed  on  page  39.  It  shows  that  14,968  loads  were  removed  by  night 
during  the  present  year,  and  7,162  loads  by  day,  making  a total  of  22,130 
loads,  as  compared  with  19,404  loads  in  1896  ; also  that  the  destructor  has 
consumed  15,251  tons  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  14,763  tons  in 
1896  ; an  addition  to  the  number  of  cells  is  under  consideration,  as  eight  has 
not  been  found  to  allow  sufficient  margin  for  times  of  pressure. 

The  above  figures  show  the  large  amount  of  night-soil  which  has  to  be 
removed.  The  many  inconveniences  which  attend  doing  so  are  increased  by 
the  fact  that  the  principal  call  for  its  removal  comes  suddenly  at  the  end  of 
the  winter.  With  the  rapid  progress  which  is  going  on  in  sanitary  matters  I 
can  scarcely  think  that  this  system,  which  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  well  characterises  as  the  ignoble  and  degrading  midden 
system,  will  be  tolerated  until  its  abolition  has  been  brought  about  by  the 
slow  application  of  the  nuisance  clauses  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

Other  places  besides  this  have  had  the  same  difficulty  to  face.  In  1896, 
Burnley,  Leicester,  and  Wolverhampton  obtained  provisional  orders,  enabling 
the  authority  to  require  their  conversion,  and  to  pay  either  the  whole  or  part 
or  none  of  the  cost  according  to  circumstances. 
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The  following  are  extracts  from  the  Wolverhampton  Provisional  Order:  — 

[59  .OO'C  r»V/.]  [C/t.  6'A7.] 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD’S 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  19)  Act,  1896. 


ROROUtill  OF  WOLVERHAMPTON. 

.Art.  IV. — {!.)  When  a sewer  .ind  water  supply  suflkient  for  the  purpose 
are  reasonably  available,  the  Corporation  m.ay  from  time  to  time,  by  written 
notice  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  building,  require  any  existing  closet 
accommodation  (other  than  a Water  Closet  or  a Waste-water  Closet)  provided 
at  or  in  connection  with  such  building,  to  be  altered  so  as  to  be  converted  into 
a Water  Closet  or  Waste-water  Closet,  which  shall  comply  with  the  bye  laws  for 
the  time  being  in  force  and  shall  communicate  with  a sewer ; and  they  may 
also  require  a separate  receptacle  for  ashes  and  house  refuse  to  be  provided  at 
or  in  connection  with  such  building. 

(£)  If  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  such  building  fail  in  any  respect  to 
comply  with  a notice  from  the  Corporation  (under  subdivision  i of  this 
Article)  the  Corporation  may  at  the  expiration  of  a time  to  be  specified  in  the 
notice  (not  being  less  than  fourteen  days  after  the  service  of  the  notice),  do  the 
work  specified  in  such  notice  ; and  may  recover  in  a summary  manner  from  the 
owner  or  owners  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Corporation  in  so  doing  : 

Provided  that,  if  in  any  case  such  alteration  shall  be  required  in  respect  of 
any  existing  closet  accommodation  which  prior  to  the  service  of  the  notice  under 
subdivision  (i)  of  this  Article,  shall  not  have  lieen  certified  by  the  medical 
officer  of  health  to  be  sufficient  for  the  necessities  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
building  nor  to  be  in  such  a state  as  to  create  a nuisance  or  to  be  injurious  to 
health,  then  the  cost  of  providing  and  laying  the  drain  and  of  connecting  the 
same  with  the  sewer  and  of  fixing  the  Water  Closet  or  Waste-water  Closet,  as 
the  case  may  be,  shall  be  borne  fry  the  Corporation,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
said  expenses  shall  be  borne  by  the  owner. 

(3.)  The  Corporation  may  contribute  towards  the  expenses  incurred  in 
making  any  alteration  of  any  closet  accommodation  in  pursuance  of  this  Article, 
in  any  case  in  which  they  may  not  be  required  to  bear  any  part  of  such  expense. 

Art.  X.  The  Corporation  may  with  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Order  borrow  on  the  security  of  the 
Improvement  P'und  and  Improvement  Rate  of  the  Borough  such  sums  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  pounds  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  expenditure  of  the 
Corporation  in  pursuance  of  subdivisions  (2)  and  (3)  of  Article  IV.  of  this  Order. 

J^ood  Supply  and  Food  Adulteration. — I need  scarcely  say  that  wholesome 
and  genuine  food  is  a matter  of  primary  consideration,  and  from  my  own 
observation  and  the  history  of  the  past  there  is  very  little  exposed  for  sale  here 
which  is  not  good  for  food.  In  earlier  years  there  were  some  seizures  of  meat 
and  food  from  unscrupulous  tradesmen,  but  there  have  been  none  this  year. 
I credit  this  very  much  to  the  vigilance  of  the  Inspector  and  his  familiarity 
with  the  shops.  He  reports  870  visits  to  butchers’  and  provision  shops 
besides  544  visits  to  slaughterhouses.  He  was  appointed  Inspector  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  1880,  and  has  since  then  regularly  taken  samples  in 
the  district  in  accordance  with  the  duties  of  an  Inspector  of  Nuisances  as 
flamed  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and,  having  submitted  them  to  the 
County  Analyst,  Dr.  Bostock  Hill,  he  has  reported  his  action  to  the  Health 
Committee,  and  subject  to  their  instructions,  instituted  proceedings. 

Last  year  I reported  that  the  Warwickshire  County  Council  had  claimed 
the  penalties  inflicted,  on  the  ground  that  the  Council  appointed  the  Analyst ; 
and  further  claimed  that  the  Inspector  appointed  by  that  Council  should  take 
the  samples  in  Aston  Manor,  or  that  this  authority  should  pay  the  cost  of  the 
analysis.  Since  the  representations  made  by  this  Council  in  this  matter  it 
has  been  in  abeyance  pending  fresh  legislation. 
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There  can  scarcely  be  any  complaint  made  that  this  district  has  neglected 
its  duties,  for  from  a table  made  by  the  Inspector  in  1896,  it  appears  that 
between  1880  and  1896  he  took  3 383  samples,  of  which  533  were  certified  as 
more  or  less  adulterated,  and  that  he  instituted  243  prosecutions,  resulting 
in  fines  and  costs  amounting  to  ^^590,  also  that  the  percentage  of  milk 
adulteration  has  fallen  in  the  meantime  from  above  40  per  cent,  to  below 
6 per  cent,  of  the  samples  taken.  The  action  he  has  taken  during  the 
present  year  is  printed  on  page  38  of  this  report. 

Water  Supply. — The  rapid  progress  of  Aston  Manor  as  a place  of  resi- 
dence was  undoubtedly  helped  very  much  at  first  by  the  facilities  it  afforded 
for  obtaining  a domestic  water-supply  from  moderately  shallow  wells  in  the 
gravelly  soil.  I believe  most  of  the  houses  twenty-five  years  ago  were  supplied 
in  this  way,  although  they  were  within  the  area  of  the  Birmingham  Water 
Company’s  district — a private  company  obtaining  its  supply  from  deep  wells 
and  local  streams.  In  1875  ^he  Birmingham  Corporation  obtained  all  the 
rights  and  obligations  of  that  company  by  purchase ; one  condition  being  that 
the  other  districts  in  the  area  of  its  supply  should  not  be  charged  a higher 
rate  than  Birmingham,  and  another  that  the  water  from  the  streams  should  be 
filtered.  It  was  a wise  policy  on  the  part  of  Birmingham  not  to  make  a profit 
on  the  sale  of  water,  and  its  charges  were  much  lower  than  the  maximum  it 
was  entitled  to  make,  especially  for  small  houses. 

This  helped  to  make  the  gradual  transition  which  has  now  taken  place 
from  pumps  to  the  more  convenient  and  wholesome  tap  water.  As  the 
surface  wells  became  more  polluted  from  the  increasing  density  of  the  popula- 
tion, acting  on  my  reports,  this  authority  put  great  pressure  on  the  owners  to 
close  the  wells  and  now  there  are  very  few  indeed  remaining  in  this  district. 

The  Birmingham  Corporation  has  now  for  some  time  recognised  the 
imperfect  quality,  doubtful  sources,  and  limited  supply  of  water  available  for 
the  enormous  area  and  increasing  population  for  which  it  is  responsible ; and 
it  promoted  successfully  in  1891-2  a scheme  for  obtaining  an  abundant  supply 
of  pure  water  from  the  centre  of  Wales,  but  with  this  drawback,  that  the 
highest  possible  charges  were  imposed  forthwith  to  pay  the  enormous  cost  of 
the  works,  so  that  this  district  (in  common  with  Birmingham)  has  been  paying 
and  will  continue  to  pay  for  the  next  few  years  the  maximum  charges  for  the 
present  deteriorating  supply.  I have  on  two  occasions  e.xpressed  doubts  as 
to  its  purity,  but  the  annual  reports  of  the  City  Analyst  upon  it  have  been 
re-assuring  so  far  as  a chemical  analysis  can  be  so.  I mentioned  in  my 
annual  report  for  1893  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory,  considering  the 
great  interests  involved,  if  bacteriological  as  well  as  chemical  examinations 
were  made  and  the  results  published. 

Notwithstanding  the  cost  there  should  be  but  one  opinion  that  it  was  a 
wise  and  far  sighted  policy  on  the  part  of  Birmingham  to  obtain  this  unlimited 
supply  of  pure  water.  In  the  meantime  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  present 
supply  as  free  from  pollutio^n  as  possible,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the 
Water  Department  announced  their  intention  in  November  of  the  present 
year  to  have  a sample  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  monthly  from 
each  of  the  three  zones,  and  also  samples  before  and  after  filtration,  in 
addition  to  the  chemical  one,  and  have  since  reported  that  the  result  was 
satisfactory. 

Streets  afid  Servers. — The  making,  sewering,  curbing,  guttering,  &c.,  of 
streets,  was  an  important  part  of  the  Aston  Local  Board’s  work  in  its  earlier 
years,  for  when  it  was  constituted,  many  miles  of  streets  iiad  been  laid  out  and 
some  built  upon  which  had  to  be  made  either  at  the  cost  of  the  owners  or  of 
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the  Board,  and  many  new  ones  liave  also  Iteen  made  and  adopted  since.  A 
few  are  still  in  progress.  According  to  the  Report  of  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  H. 
Richardson,  A.M.I.C.IC,  there  are  now  fully  two  miles  of  main  roads  and 
forty  miles  of  streets  in  the  district  repairable  by  the  Council  and  several  not 
yet  adopted. 

The  natural  drainage  of  the  district  falls  into  the  streams  of  two  valleys 
which  flow  into  the  Tame,  and  also  into  the  Tame  itself.  These  receive  also 
part  of  the  natural  drainage  of  Birmingham  on  one  side  and  Handsworth  on 
the  other.  In  1876  under  the  pressure  of  an  injunction  for  polluting  the 
river,  and  at  the  same  time  recognising  the  necessity  for  proper  drainage  for 
the  houses,  Aston  Manor  and  Handsworth  U.S.D.  united  for  the  construction 
of  two  main  intercepting  sewers,  and  subsequently  of  an  outfall  sewer,  completed 
in  the  middle  of  1880,  which  conveyed  the  sewage  of  Aston  Manor  and  part 
of  Handsworth  to  the  works  of  the  Drainage  Board,  providing  a proper  outlet 
for  it  and  removing  the  injunction.  During  the  last  eight  years  or  so  the 
separate  system  of  sewers  has  been  applied  to  all  the  new  streets. 

There  are  frequent  manholes  and  ventilators  on  the  street  level,  and 
owing  to  the  undulating  character  of  the  surface  the  gradients  of  the  sewers 
ensure  a rapid  flow,  hence  there  is  little  annoyance  caused  by  the  escape 
of  sewer  gas  into  the  streets. 

There  is  still  a strip  of  the  district  bordering  upon  Birmingham,  about 
43  acres  in  extent,  which  owing  to  its  low  level  was  not  included  in  the  present 
system,  and  concerning  which  negotiations  with  Birmingham  have  been  un- 
successfully attempted  in  past  years.  This  year  complete  plans  for  its  drainage 
prepared  by  your  Surveyor  have  been  approved,  and  are  being  carried  out  by 
the  Highway  Committee. 

New  Houses, — I have  had  conferences  with  the  Surveyor  in  the  present 
year,  as  in  previous  ones,  for  the  consideration  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  of 
some  of  the  plans  submitted.  Houses  erected  under  the  original  byelaws 
have  been  a prolific  source  of  employment  to  the  sanitary  department,  but 
since  November,  1882,  when  the  new  byelaws  came  into  force,  the  standard 
of  construction  in  nesv  houses  has  been  much  higher,  especially  as  the 
Surveyor  became  then  empowered  to  inspect  and  certify  that  the  houses  are 
built  in  accordance  with  the  byelaws,  before  habitation. 

The  Surveyor  has  supplied  me  with  the  following  information  as  to  the 
number  of  new  houses  and  other  buildings  for  which  plans  have  been 
submitted  for  approval  during  the  year,  and  of  those  completed  and  certified. 


Year 

New  Houses  for 
which  plans  have 
been  approved 

Other  Buildings 

New  Houses 
completed  and 
inspected 

Other  Buildings 

1891 

469 

63 

370 

64 

1892 

344 

87 

452 

75 

1893 

396 

45 

322 

45 

1894 

169 

97 

176 

62 

1895 

357 

92 

213 

61 

1896 

130 

50 

260 

31 

1897 

175 

106 

87 

58 

The  houses  which  have  been  built  have  been  supplied  with  closets  with 
l)ans  and  cisterns,  and  dry  ashpits  attached,  and  the  Surveyor  reports  268 
new  W.C.’s  have  been  built  during  the  year. 
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Public  Mortuary. — This  mortuary,  erected  at  the  Police  Station  in 
July,  1895.  ^ cost  to  this  Council  of  has  continued  to  be  of  much 

service.  Mr.  Walker,  Superintendent  of  Police,  who  is  its  custodian,  reports 
that  seven  bodies  have  been  deposited  there  during  the  present  year. 

INFECTIOUS  HOSPITAL. 

The  hospital  is  situated  about  three  miles  from  the  Council  House,  within 
the  Staffordshire  Boundary,  at  Upper  Witton  ; the  original  site  consisted  of 
four  acres,  and  it  is  connected  with  the  Council  Offices  by  telephone.  It  was 
acquired  in  1883,  and  in  the  following  year  an  administrative  block  and  two 
brick  pavilions  were  built  on  it.  When  they  were  formally  opened  in  June, 
1885,  the  Local  Board  agreed  to  isolate  the  cases  of  smallpox  and  scarlet 
fever  from  the  district  of  the  Aston  Rural  Sanitary  Authority,  for  a term  of 
twenty-one  years.  Under  this  agreement  possession  was  obtained  of  an 
additional  acre  of  land  with  some  buildings  upon  it  useful  for  isolation, 
situated  on  the  opposite  or  Warwickshire  side  of  the  road. 

The  Aston  Rural  Sanitary  District  has  developed,  since  that  agreement 
was  entered  upon,  into  the  Sutton  Coldfield  Corporation,  the  Erdington  Urban 
Sanitary  District,  and  the  West  Bromwich  Rural  Sanitary  District.  In  1889 
an  agreement  was  also  entered  into  to  isolate  cases  f om  the  Saltley  Urban 
Sanitary  District,  and  although  Saltley  is  now  incorporated  with  Birmingham 
the  liability  to  do  so  still  remains. 

To  meet  the  need  for  further  accommodation  three  additional  pavilions 
of  a more  temporary  character  than  the  original  ones  have  been  built,  one  on 
the  Warwickshire  and  two  on  the  Staffordshire  site,  and  there  is  now 
accommodation  for  about  70  adult  cases,  with  2,000  cubic  feet  for  each. 
During  the  present  year  plans  for  additional  dining  and  sleeping  rooms  for  the 
staff  and  store  room  have  been  approved,  and  you  have  applied  for  sanction 
to  a loan  for  the  purpose.  This  will  be  a great  improvement  to  the  hospital, 
and  the  proper  sequel  to  the  additional  accommodation  which  has  been 
provided  for  patients. 

Both  scarlet  fever  and  smallpox  have  hitherto  been  accommodated  there 
in  the  past;  but,  as  I have  already  stated,  provision  is  being  made  for  the 
isolation  of  smallpox  at  a separate  hospital. 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  cases  annually  admitted  from  each  of  the 
contributory  districts  and  from  Aston  Manor,  as  well  as  others,  admitted 
under  special  agreements. 


Year 

Aston 

Manor 

Erdington 

Castle 

Bromwich 

Sutton 

Saltley 

Rirming- 

ham 

Work- 

house 

Other 

Total 

1885 

9 

I 



— 



— 

— 

— 

10 

1886 

14 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1887 

22 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

1888 

17 

7 

— 

23 

— 

— 

17 

2 

66 

1889 

76 

7 

— 

8 

16 

23 

20 

2 

152 

1890 

160 

44 

— 

8 

9 

20 

24 

I 

266 

1891 

1 24 

13 

— 

65 

17 

— 

3 

2 

224 

1892 

92 

8 

— 

7 

— 

— 

1 1 

2 

120 

1893 

194 

20 

— 

3 

— 

— 

I 

2 

220 

1894 

208 

31 

— 

7 

— 

— 

4 

3 

253 

1895 

227 

52 

1 1 

25 

— 

— 

10 

2 

327 

1896 

257 

75 

5 

55 

3 

15 

2 

— 

412 

1897 

176 

27 

27 

' 

3 

I 

234 

31 


The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  which 
have  been  admitted,  discharged,  or  died  during  the  last  two  years  : — 


1896 

1897 

Remaining  from  previous  year  ... 

...  84 

50 

Admitted  during  the  year 

•••  .394 

234 

478 

284 

Discharged  during  the  year 

...  414 

235 

Died  during  the  year 

...  14 

7 

Remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year 

...  50 

42 

478 

284 

The  mortality  of  the  present  year  has  been  3'o  per  cent,  upon  the 
admissions,  as  compared  with  3'5  per  cent,  in  1806.  Six  of  the  deaths 
were  among  the  Aston  Manor  cases  and  one  among  the  Sutton  cases.  They 
were  registered  in  the  Handsworth  registration  sub-district  in  which  the 
hospital  is  situated. 

I have  attended  the  monthly  meetings  held  by  the  Hospital  management 
sub-committee.  As  the  Medical  Officer,  I am  in  a position  to  again  bear 
testimony  to  the  great  attention  shown  by  Mr.  Black,  the  resident  superin- 
tendent there,  alike  to  your  interests  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  patients. 
I have  also  had  the  assistance  of  my  son,  F.  H.  May,  L R.C.P  , whom  you 
appointed  my  deputy  in  1890. 

I have  referred  in  some  of  my  reports  to  the  difficulty  which  has  some- 
times arisen  when  scarlet  fever  has  re-appeared  in  the  household  shortly  after 
the  discharge  of  patients  although  they  were  apparently  free  from  any  traces 
of  the  disease.  It  appears  as  though  some  return  cases  are  inevitable  through 
the  indefinite  time  and  obscure  manner  in  which  the  infection  from  this 
disease  persists  in  the  body  after  convalescence. 

The  greatest  possible  care  has  been  taken  to  prevent  these  occurrences 
by  a detention  long  after  convalescence,  by  the  destruction  of  all  the  infected 
clothing,  and  by  supervision  over  the  destination  of  the  patients  after  discharge. 

The  experience  of  the  present  year  affords  additional  striking  illustrations 
of  the  lengthy  periods  during  which  the  infection  may  apparently  remain  in 
the  system  without  any  indication  of  its  presence.  In  the  nine  return  cases 
among  the  discharges  it  reappeared  in  the  household  after  intervals  of  from 
ten  to  sixteen  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  original  attack.  It  is  evidently 
impracticable  to  detain  cases  in  the  hospital  (in  a state  of  good  health)  for 
such  long  periods  as  this  would  imply,  even  if  there  was  any  certainty  that  it 
would  prove  adequate  in  the  end. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

In  estimating  the  population  the  Registrar  General  adopts  the  plan  of 
adding  one-tenth  of  the  increase  of  a place  between  the  two  last  decennial 
censuses  for  each  additional  year;  hut  when  the  number  of  inhabited  houses 
can  be  ascertained,  as  in  Aston  Manor,  a more  correct  basis  is  obtained  for 
estimating  population  between  the  censuses. 

The  population,  as  estimated  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  houses 
enumerated  by  the  officers  of  the  Aston  School  Board  at  the  end  of  the  third 
quarter  of  1896,  was  78,140,  and  at  the  corresponding  period  of  1897  it  was 
79,698.  The  mean  between  these  two,  viz.  : — 78,969,  is  the  population  of 
Aston  Manor,  on  which  these  rates  are  calculated;  it  would  have  been  77,839 
by  the  Registrar  General’s  method.  In  my  opinion  it  is  probable  that  even 
the  higher  of  these  is  an  under-estimate.  The  exact  number  of  persons  to 
each  inhabited  house  at  the  last  census  was  4'94,  and  although  it  is  not  likely 
that  this  average  has  reached  so  high  as  at  the  previous  census,  1881,  when  it 
was  within  a fraction  of  5-1  persons,  it  is  a reasonable  anticipation  that  during 
the  last  seven  years  of  increasing  demand  for  house  accommodation,  it  has 
risen  to  an  average  of  five  persons  to  each,  in  which  case  the  present 
population  would  be  81,325,  and  these  rates  correspondingly  lower 


Births. — The  birth-rate  is  interesting,  because  it  is  the  outcome  of  the 
varying  conditions  as  to  health,  prosperity,  and  vitality,  and  the  frequency  and 
time  of  life  of  marriages,  and  as  I have  suggested,  the  population  of  Aston 
Manor  is  very  sensitive  to  these  social  conditions.  The  marriage  rate  is 
perhaps  the  most  important  determining  influence,  but  public  sentiment  as 
to  the  prudence  of  having  a large  family  to  maintain  must  not  be  overlooked. 

The  marriage  rate  of  the  country  has  not  increased  so  much  as  might 
have  been  anticipated  in  recent  years  It  was  157  per  1000  in  1896  as 
compared  with  an  average  of  14  9 in  the  previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate 
for  England  and  Wales  in  1896  was  297  per  1000,  which  was  lower  than  the 
rate  in  any  other  year  on  record  excepting  1894,  and  was  r3  per  1000  below 
the  mean  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years. 

The  total  number  of  births  this  year  in  Aston  Manor  is  2,588  ; the 
number  of  male  births  being  1,311,  and  of  female  births  1,277.  The  birth- 
rate is  32-8,  which  is  0-4  higher  than  last  year,  and  o’5  higher  than  the 
average  rate  of  the  previous  five  years. 

Deaths. — Weekly  returns  of  the  deaths  registered  in  the  Aston  Manor 
registration  sub-district  are  supplied  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Ingall,  the  Registrar.  1 he 
district  was  made  co  terminous  with  the  sanitary  district  on  his  appointment, 
April  I St,  1889.  The  deaths  are  tabulated  and  monthly  statements  prepared 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  to  the  incidence  of  mortality,  showing  the 
number  of  deaths  from  each  cause  at  different  ages.  The  totals  are  piinted 
on  pages  35  and  36  of  this  report. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  this  year  in  Aston  Manor  is  1,346  ; the 
number  of  males  being  693,  and  of  females  653.  Six  deaths  of  Aston  Manor 
cases  removed  to  the  Infectious  Hospital  are  included  in  these.  The  general 
death-rate  for  the  year  is  17-0,  which  is  i-6  higher  than  last  year,  and  ra  higher 
than  the  average  of  the  previous  five  years. 

'I'he  death-rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  1897  are  not  yet  published, 
but  in  1896  it  was  i7'i  which  was  lower  than  in  any  previous  year  e.\ce[)ting 
1894. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  at  different  periods  of 
life  during  the  last  two  years  : — 


Females 

Totals 

1896 

1897 

1896 

1897 

1896 

1897 

Under  i year 

216 

288 

200 

236 

416 

524 

From  I to  5 years  ... 

77 

102 

99 

123 

176 

225 

„ 5 to  15  „ 

25 

22 

35 

27 

60 

49 

..  15  to  25  

15 

25 

29 

2 1 

44 

46 

„ 25  to  65  „ 

151 

185 

144 

155 

295 

340 

At  65  and  upwards... 

81 

71 

108 

9> 

189 

162 

565 

693 

615 

653 

1180 

U34b 

Infantile  Death-j-aie. — The  deaths  of  infants  under  a year  in  1897 
represents  an  infantile  death-rate  of  20’o  per  cent,  upon  the  number  of 
children  born  in  that  year,  an  increase  of  2 ‘8  upon  1896,  the  increase  being 
chiefly  caused  by  the  severe  diarrhoeal  mortality.  It  is,  however,  the  fact  that 
although  the  general  death-rate  of  Aston  Manor  has  declined  during  the  past 
twenty-five  years,  its  infantile  death-rate  has  risen  considerably  of  late  years. 


Year. 

1871-80 

1881-90 

1891-96 

1897 


MEAN  INFANTILE 
Aston  Manor. 

14-7 

144 

i6'4 

20'0 


DEATH-RATE. 
England  and  Wales. 

14- 9 

I4'2 

15- 0 


The  zymotic  death-rate  is  also  above  the  average  this  year.  The  number 
of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  is  385,  as  compared 
with  272  last  year,  and  the  zymotic  death-rate  4'8  as  compared  with  3 5. 


Uncertified  Deaths  and  Inquests. — The  deaths  concerning  the  cause  of 
which  there  are  no  doctors’  certificates  nor  returns  from  the  coroner,  lower 
the  value  of  the  Registrar  General’s  and  other  tables  of  mortality,  as  the 
causes  are  given  from  such  information  as  the  Registrar  can  obtain  from  the 
relatives  or  friends.  There  is  no  better  nor  more  effectual  check  upon  their 
number  than  the  time-honoured  institution  of  the  Coroner’s  Inquest.  There 
have  been  61  uncertified  deaths  during  the  present  year  as  compared  with  45 
in  1896.  They  include  27  deaths  from  convulsions,  four  from  suffocation  in 
bed,  one  from  sunstroke.  There  were  two  deaths  among  them,  one  from 
diarrhoea  and  one  from  convulsions,  concerning  which  the  evidence  was 
convincing  to  me  that  they  were  caused  by  suppressed  scarlet  fever. 

Upon  the  death  this  year  of  Dr  Wynter,  the  Coroner  for  Central 
Warwickshire  (the  district  to  which  Aston  Manor  belongs),  J.  }.  Willington 
Wilmshurst,  Esq.,  Solicitor,  Kenilworth,  was  appointed  as  his  successor  by  the 
Warwickshire  County  Council,  and  David  Holmes,  Esq.,  M.B.,  as  Deputy 
Coroner.  There  were  22  inquests  held  during  the  last  eight  months  of  the 
present  year,  and  a total  of  25  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  16  and  12 
in  each  of  the  two  previous  years  respectively. 
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My  attention  has  been  drawn  again  this  year  to  the  difficulty  which 
attends  revising  the  cause  of  death  after  it  is  certified  by  the  medical  man  and 
entered  in  the  register.  To  effect  this  it  is  requisite  that  both  the  medical 
man  and  the  informant  should  make  an  affidavit  before  a magistrate  (although 
any  false  statement  knowingly  made  before  a registrar  is  liable  to  punishment). 
On  several  occasions  previously  these  formalities  have  been  prohibitive  of 
some  desirable  corrections  of  the  register.  This  year  a medical  man  omitted 
the  word  “ Childbirth  ” from  his  certificate,  and  was  afterwards  desirous  of 
adding  it  for  registration  purposes.  As  the  informant  was  not  available  I 
joined  him  in  attending  before  a J.P.  and  in  making  the  necessary  declaration 
and  transmitting  it  to  the  Registrar  to  get  the  entry  amended. 

The  following  are  the  dates  of  some  of  the  more  important  events  in  the 
history  of  Aston  Manor  : — 


Aston  Manor  constituted  a Local  Board  of  Health  ...  ...  1869 

Local  Government  Board  constituted  ...  ...  ...  1871 

Aston  School  Board  formed  ...  ...  ...  . 1875 

First  Enquiry  on  a Petition  for  Incorporation  ..  ...  1876 

Aston  Manor  becomes  a constituent  district  of  Drainage  Board  1877 
Free  Libraries  Act  adopted  ...  ...  ...  ...  1877 

Removal  of  Night-soil  undertaken  ...  ...  ...  1878 

Fire  Brigade  formed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1881 

New  Public  Offices  and  New  Free  Library  premises  opened  ...  1882 

Infectious  Hospital  opened  ...  ...  ...  ...  1885 

Aston  Manor  becomes  a Parliamentary  Borough  ..  ...  1885 

Aston  Manor  becomes  a separate  Registration  District  ...  1889 

Second  Enquiry  on  a Petition  for  Incorporation  ...  ...  1838 

Public  Baths  opened  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1892 

Refuse  Destructor  finished  ...  ...  ...  ...  1892 

Technical  School  opened  ...  ...  ...  ...  1894 

Aston  Manor  constituted  a District  Council  ...  ...  1894 

Public  Mortuary  finished  ...  ...  ...  ...  1895 


It  might  be  thought  that  some  of  the  improvements  that  have  been 
effected  in  the  past,  and  others  that  are  still  to  be  effected,  have  been  long  in 
progress,  but  it  seems  necessary  that  public  bodies  should  proceed  slowly. 
The  formalities  of  meetings  and  reports,  preliminary  enquiries,  questions  of 
ways  and  means,  plans,  estimates,  Local  Government  Board  enquiries  and 
sanction,  and  tenders,  must  precede  the  very  beginning  of  the  work. 

It  will  scarcely  be  thought  that  I have  been  too  much  of  an  optimist  in 
this  record  of  sanitary  work  in  Aston  Manor  in  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  point  of  view,  and  it  shows  very 
plainly  what  great  benefits  and  advantages  have  been  obtained  from  acquiring 
local  self-government  by  popular  representation,  under  a system  which 
included  the  help  of  a central  authority  and  local  medical  officers  to  advise 
and  assist  in  sanitary  details. 

No  one  can  fail  to  acknowledge  that  the  present  generation  has  gained 
enormously  upon  the  past  in  comfort,  health,  and  prosperity  under  the  rule  of 
sanitary  authorities,  nor  fail  to  recognise  that  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of 
Aston  Manor  has  been  a conspicuous  instance  of  this.  I need  not  say  I am 
sorry  the  time  has  arrived  when  I feel  it  necessary  to  resign  my  office,  and  no 
longer  take  part  in  the  work. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


December  31st,  1897. 


HENRY  MAY. 
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Deaths  Registered  in  Aston  Manor.  Classified  according  to 

Diseases  and  Ages. 


0.1 

45-05 

ISHT. 

Year. 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

Upw'ds 

1897 

1890 

1.— Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Miasmatic  Diseases. 

Smallpo.x 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

12 

55 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

71 

20 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

5 

f) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

14 

22 

Typhus  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

22 

27 

1 

— 

““ 

— 

50 

42 

51 

Diphtheria  (Membranous  Croup) 

1 

10 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15 

Continued  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ICiUeric  or  Typhoid  Fever  

— 

1 

2 

4 

4 

1 

— 

12 

15 

Influenza 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

5 

3 

Other  Miasmatic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Diakrho-ai,  Diseases. 

Simple  Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Diarrha'a 

149 

27 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

180 

122 

(Jastro-eiueritis 

30 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

41 

16 

Dysenterj’  . . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Venereai,  Diseases. 

Syphilis  ..  ..  ..  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

Gonorrhoea,  Stricture  of  Urethra 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Diseases. 

Erysipelas  . . . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

2 

3 

Pyaemia,  Septicaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

II.— Parasitic  Diseases. 

Thrush  and  Vegetable  Parasitic  Diseases 
Worms,  Hydatids  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

III.— Dietetic  Diseases. 

Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Starvation 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Scurvy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chronic  Alcoholism,  Delirium  Tremens 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

5 

2 

IV.— Constitutional  Diseases. 

Rheumatic  Fever,  Rheumatism  .. 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 



3 

7 

Gout 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Rickets  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

19 

12 

30 

41 

Tabes  ^lesenierica  . 

0 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

12 

Tubercular  Meningitis,  Hydrocephalus 

0 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

12 

Phthisis  . . . . . . 

— 

— 

2 

10 

53 

21 

1 

93 

59 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  Scrofula. . 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

5 

8 

Anaemia,  Chlorosis,  etc.  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Diabetes  Meliitus  .. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Other  Constitutional  Diseases  .. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

V.— Developmental  Diseases. 

Premature  Birth 

00 

— 

— 

— 







50 

34 

Atelectasis  . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

Congenital  Malformations  

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

Old  Age 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

42 

44 

44 

VI.— Local  Diseases. 

Disease  of  Nervous  System. 

Inflammation  of  Brain  or  Membranes  .. 

10 

10 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

28 

13 

Apoplexy,  Softening  of  Brain,  Paralysis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

25 

20 

57 

60 

Insanity,  Paralysis  of  the  Insane 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Epilepsy 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

f 

2 

4 

Convulsions,  Eclampsia  . . 

05 

9 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

09 

44 

Laryngismus  Stridulus  (Spasm  of  Glottis) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



4 

Disease  of  Spinal  Cord,  Paraplegia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 



1 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

10 

1) 

Diseases  of  Cikculatory  System. 
Pericarditis  .. 

1 

1 

0 

1 

V'alvular  Diseases  of  Heart 

— 



1 

O 

4 

S 

3 

18 

10 

Syncope 

1 





_ 

1 

4 

Other  Diseases  of  Heart 

_ 



1 

8 

‘JtS 

12 

45 

.‘\neiirism 

__ 

. 

1 

1 

1 

Embolism,  Thrombosis 

_ 



1 

1 

o 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood  Ve-^sels 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

— 

4 

Carried  over 

303 

106 

35 

34 

90 

124 

104 

922 

752 

36 


Deaths  Registered  in  Aston  Manor.  Classified  according  to 
Diseases  and  Ages. — Contmued. 


\m. 

0-1 

Year. 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-05 

05  and 
Upw’ds 

Total 

1897  1896 

Brought  over 

303 

160 

85 

84 

90 

124 

104 

922 

752 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

Laryngitis 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

2 

Croup 

Emphysema,  Asthma 







z 

— 





— 

4 

Bronchitis 

49 

24 

3 

— 

9 

25 

41 

151 

159 

Pneumonia  .. 

19 

2.5 

4 

3 

8 

13 

4 

76 

73 

Pleurisy 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

5 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Diseases  of  Digestiye  System. 

Dentition 

2 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

2 

Sore  Throat,  Quinsy,  Tonsilitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Diseases  of  Stomach 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

8 

6 

Enteritis 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

8 

10 

Obstructive  Diseases  of  Intestines 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

5 

6 

Peritonitis 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

0 

Ascites 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

— 

9 

10 

Jaundice,  and  other  Diseases  of  Liver. . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

10 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Diseases  of  Urinary  System. 

Nephritis  . . . . .. 

Bright’s  Disea.se,  Albuminuria  . . 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

0 

0 

1 

15 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

9 

8 

10 

10 

Di.sease  of  Bladder,  or  of  Prostate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

5 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Sj'stem . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Diseases  of  Reprobuctive  System. 

Of  Male  Organs  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Of  Female  Organs.. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Abortion,  Miscarriage 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Placenta  Praevia,  Flooding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Other  Accidents  of  Child-Birth  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints. 

Caries,  Necrosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Arthritis,  Ostitis,  Periostitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Diseases  of  Integumentary  System. 

Carbuncle,  Phleginon,  Cellulitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Integumentary  System 

— 

1 

VII.— Deaths  from  Violence. 

Fractures  and  Contusions 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Cut,  Stab 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bum,  Scald  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Poison 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Drowning 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

4 

Suffocation  . . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

3 

Otherwise 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

5 

Homicide 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Suicide 

8 

1 

4 

3 

VIII. --Deaths  from  Ill-defined  and  not 
Specified  Causes. 

Dropsy 

Debility,  Atrophy,  Inanition 

37 

_ 

_ 





37 

O 

34 

Marasmus 

33 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

41 

Mortification 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Abscess  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hainiorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sudden  Death  ('cause  not  ascertained)  . . 

1 

Other  not  Specified  or  Ill-defined  Causes 

1 

1 

Total  . . 

024 

226 

1 49 

40 

130 

204 

162 

1340 

jllSO 
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ASTON  MANOR. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  IN  'I'HE  SANITARY  DEPARTMENT 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1897. 


Notices  Serx'ed,  and  Nuisajices,  abated  during  the  past  Tivelve  Months. 


N.iture  of  Nuisances. 

Notices  Notices 
left  on  Looks  served 
Dec.  31st,  during 

Notices 

al)ate(l 

during 

Notices 
remaining 
on  Books 
Dec.  31st, 

Houses  in 
connection 
with 
Notices 

1 

896. 

1897. 

1897. 

1897. 

served. 

Drains  requiring  cleansing,  &c.  .. 

, . . 

10 

...1,051 

...1,020 

...  41  . 

••3.539 

Drains  requiring  disconnection  between 

house  and  sewer 

• . • 

— 

11 

11 

...  — . 

..  32 

Insufficient  Drainage 

2 

...  15 

..  14 

...  3 . 

..  65 

Accumulation  of  Manure 

2 

•••  73 

...  74 

I . 

..  91 

Overcrowded  houses 

— 

10 

10 

...  — . 

10 

Filthy  houses 

7 

317 

• ••  313 

...  II  . 

..1,059 

,,  privies 

. 

4 

...  248 

...  248 

...  4 . 

..1,497 

,,  workshops  and  bakehouses 

I 

54 

•••  55 

...  — 

. . 104 

„ slaughterhouses  ... 

. — ■ 

I 

I 

...  — 

I 

,,  milkshops... 

— 

20 

20 

...  — . 

20 

Defective  yard  paving 

...  41 

...  40 

I . 

..  164 

Dilapidated  buildings 

15 

...  632 

...  601 

...  46 

.2,131 

Defective  eaves  and  down  spouting 

. . 

5 

...  329 

...  322 

...  12 

• • 653 

.Middens  wet  and  offensive,  to  alter 

7 

...  94 

...  89 

...  12 

••  333 

Privies  and  middens  requiring  conversion 

into  W.C.’s  and  dry  ashpits 

. . 

I 

...  30 

...  30 

I . 

..  113 

Insufficient  privy  accommodation 

« • 

3 

5 

6 

2 . 

••  15 

Want  of  urinals  ... 

. . 

5 

5 

...  — . 

..  44 

Animals  kept  as  a nui.sance 

. . 

3 

...  8r 

...  83 

I . 

..  81 

Water  in  cellars  ... 

3 

12 

12 

•••  3 

••  51 

Houses  and  W.C.’s  without  water  su 

pply 

6 

6 

12 

Houses  to  cleanse  after  infectious  disea.se 

13 

- 358 

...  361 

...  10 

• • 358 

Total  ... 

76 

•••3.393 

..•3.321 

...  148 

10,373 

W.C.’s  substituted  for  privies,  and  ashpits  for  middens  ...  ...  ...  204 

Houses  disinfected  by  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  470 

Lots  of  bedding  and  clothing  disinfected  or  destroyed  ...  ..  ...  442 

Notices  sent  to  Schools  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  560 

Visit  of  Inspector  to  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  544 

,,  ,,  to  butchers’ and  provision  shops  ...  ...  ...  870 

„ ,,  to  workshops  and  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ..  415 

Samples  of  water  taken  to  Medical  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Cases  reported  on  to  Medical  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  648 

Observations  on  chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  273 

(ffiimneys  emitting  black  smoke  over  twelve  minutes  in  hour  ..  ...  15 

Number  of  milk  dealers  on  the  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  393 

,,  cowsheds  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  6 

Licenses  issued  for  hackney  carriages  ...  ..  ...  ..  ...  152 

>,  „ drivers  of  hackney  carriages  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

,1  ,,  sale  of  petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 
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FOOD  AND  DRUOS  ACTS,  1875-9. 

During  the  twelve  months  ending  Dec.  31st,  1897,  235  samples  have  been 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  analysis,  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts,  viz. : 


Nature  of  Articles. 

Number  of  Samples 
taken. 

Genuine. 

Acl  ulterated 

Cream 

Abstracted, 

Poor  in  (Quality. 

Cautioned  by  the 

Committee, 

Prosecutions. 

Fines. 

I S.  d. 

Costs. 

£ s.  d. 

Milk  

'56 

147 

6 

3 



7 

2 

300 

I I 0 

Butter  

47 

45 

2 

2 

0 10  0 

I 1 0 

Lard  

2 

2 

— 









Coffee  

10 

10 

— 









Mustard  

9 

9 

— 









Pepper 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 







Whiskey 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

235 

224 

8 

J 

7 

4 

3 10  0 

220 

EXTENT  OF  ADULTERATION  DURING  1897. 

MILK  : - 

3 Samples  were  slightly  adulterated. 

I Sample  was  adulterated  with  8 % of  added  water. 

I " II  II  6 % II  II  and  deficient  of  12  % of  cream. 

I II  II  11  S % " " 11  20  % II 

1 Sample  was  deficient  of  15  % of  cream. 

2 Samples  were  n 20  % n 

BUTTER 

2 Samples  contained  80  % of  fat  foreign  to  butter. 

Convictions  were  obtained  in  two  cases  of  milk  adulteration,  and  fines 
inflicted — one  40s  and  costs  and  one  20s.  and  costs.  Both  the  vendors  of 
adulterated  butter  were  convicted  and  fined  in  each  case  5s.  and  costs. 

OTHER  LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


No.  of 
Summonses. 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Remarks. 

I 

Three  offensive  privies  and  middens,  &c. 

Ordered  to  do  the  work  and  costs. 

I 

Seven  n n 4 offensive 

middens. 

Paid  costs. 

I 

Offensive  midden  and  defective  house 

Fined  20s.  and  costs  and  ordered 

roofs. 

to  do  the  work. 

I 

Emitting  black  smoke  12  minutes  in  the 
hour. 

Fined  20s.  and  costs. 

4 

Plying  for  hire  without  license. 

Fines,  26s.  ; costs,  £z  19s.  od. 

4 

II  II  with  uniicenoed  vehicles. 

Fines,  31s.  ; costs,  £\  14s.  6d. 

BENJAMIN  BOLT,  Inspector. 


Summary  of  the  Work  of  the  Night-soil  Department  and  of  Disinfection  during  1897 

AND  PREVIOUS  TeN  YeARS. 
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Total  Tonnage,  23,669.  A.  TREADAWAY,  Superintendent. 


BIRMINGHAM  : 

BUCKLER  BROTUER«,  PRINTERS,  HIGH  STREET. 
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